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Head Councillors' Reflections
When we are younger, we cannot wait to leave school, well,
for us, now that time has come.

Scarlett Clarkson

Rosanna Knowles

Fatemeh Hozhabri
I spent two years of primary school in Iran before moving
to Dubai where I continued my education in an Iranian
school. Moving to a different country at age eight was not
easy. I really loved being in Iran and I still do. I loved making
kites on the roof with my brother, playing hide and seek
with my friend in the streets and visiting my favourite local
market where I bought green plums, a fruit enjoyed by
many in Iran.

Amica Zhong

When I arrived in Dubai, I was encouraged to learn a new
language which contributed to my personal development as
it meant I could communicate with people more easily.
I made new friends who I have remained in touch with for
almost eleven years. My friendships are very valuable to me.
I made so many memories which I will always hold close to
my heart, just as I hold close the memories of making kites
and playing hide and seek in the streets in Iran.

Rosanna Knowles

Lily Forster

Ela Gorkay
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But then I came to Wychwood in 2018, which seems like
a long time ago now. After being told that my application
to university in the UK would not be competitive enough
without A Levels, I was heartbroken. I had always wanted
to pursue dentistry in the future. This is what led me to
Wychwood. I am now so very close to turning that dream
into reality. I have experienced many firsts at Wychwood
from hockey matches to performing arts evenings to being
part of the social action project, Sharing Hands. These
may sound like ordinary experiences to you, but moving
to a different country and school has opened my eyes in
many ways. I have met people from many cultures and
experienced new things, all of which have changed me as
a person.

As a form, we have come so far. From lying on the ground
to reaching for the stars, realising it is ok to a have
dream. We still remember the very first day we arrived
at Wychwood – bright eyed and enthusiastic to be part
of secondary school. Before we knew it, examinations
loomed, and lockdowns became part of our lives, and
everything became harder to accomplish and every task
we had to face required our endless effort. With help from
our teachers, we managed to get through this confusing
yet rewarding stage of our lives and it was worth it. Totally
worth it, because all through this we got to meet and work
with great people who will always be there for us, long after
we have left Wychwood.
We must accept that not everywhere we go to from here
will be as nurturing as Wychwood. We will find ourselves in
a new world, but we are now equipped with all we need to
thrive.

Owen White
I think it is important to understand that journeys over
a physical and emotional distance are closely interlaced
with emotional ones too. It seems like the path I walked
through my childhood to get to where I am today, is one
that is complicated, distant and, at times hazy. But if there
is one thing, I can be sure of, it is growth. I think it is hard to
notice growth happening in our everyday lives, yet when I
look back on my six years at Wychwood, it is now obvious to
me how far I have come. I believe it works somewhat like a
tree, which seems to be static on a day-by day basis, but it is
slowly growing over a period of months and years.
I can remember being in the Inters uncertain of who I
was and what other people meant to me. Later on, this
disappeared with a sort of naïve confidence that I do not
think is uncommon in sixteen-year-olds. I remember being
quick to judge with certainty who others were. I can recall
dismissing and ignoring advice from teachers or friends, and
all the stupid little arguments or moments of resentment I
held. But, of course, I ‘grew up’. With experience came the
realisation that life is far more complicated, that people and
events are a result of a web of past experiences and events
that are more expansive than I could ever, in any real sense,
have comprehended. I would say this taught me not to rush
to judgement, to have patience with others, to take nothing
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on face value. Each subject I have taken here has provided
me with tools to decipher some of the threads of that
incomprehensible web of connection and experience that
crosses my path.
I am forever thankful to Wychwood for facilitating my
interest in Geography, History and Literature, and for each
of the teachers who make those subjects so much more
interesting.
Without taking Geography I would perhaps have never had
realised my intense passion for learning about the political
and physical global landscape. This has influenced my
decision to study International Relations at university. Once
you take geography it can be seen in every facet of life.
It is history that helped to develop my love of politics and
desire to learn about modern global history. I am thankful
for the opportunity to think critically when I approach
historical events and topics. The saying that ‘those who do
not learn history are doomed to repeat it is undoubtedly
true.
English Literature, through all the hours spent writing
essays, reading critical work, and worst of all having
to acknowledge Phillip Larkin, has given me a greater

appreciation of novels, plays and poetry. It has allowed a
deeper understanding of the meaning of words, and I think
the experience of others. I would also like to thank Ms
Sherlock for allowing me to fully appreciate the amazing
A Thousand Splendid Suns, the only book that has made me
want to cry in class since Edexcel IGCSE Maths.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone at Wychwood for
making what could have been a very painful and scary
journey into an easy one that has brought great comfort.
I would say there is no journey quite like coming to terms
with a gender, and what that means for my connections
to those around me. When I first sent off an e-mail to Mrs.
Johnson, I had no idea how the school would react, but I
would say that they could not have been more accepting
of who I am. Part of emotional growth is realising who you
are, and what it means to be comfortable with yourself
and others. But that journey is so much easier made with
people who support you. Over the last year so much of who
I am and what I am doing has made sense. I think I have
been able to recognise the potential person I can become.
I sincerely hope that as many of you progress on your
journeys you will appreciate the opportunities and support
you have at Wychwood.

Leavers Destinations
2020 cohort, after gap year:

2021 cohort:

English and French
St Anne's College, Oxford

Dental Surgery
University of Leeds

Psychology
University of Durham

English Literature
University of Leeds

Theatre and Performance Studies
University of Warwick

International Relations
University of Leeds
Business and Management Studies
University of Sussex
Fine Art
University of Reading
Chemistry
Kingston University
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Study II Leavers

Clara Kelly

Owen White

Clara, you have always impressed because you have been
happy to be you – to drive towards the best ‘you’ that it has
been possible to be. You have true courage because you
have never minded sharing your weaknesses, especially
if you think someone can help you to turn them into
strengths. If we could bottle your attitude to learning, we
could make a lot of younger pupils’ lives here at Wychwood
a whole lot easier. For you, it came naturally. You thrive
on a challenge and irrespective of others, you have faced
your fears, challenged expectation and we are sure that
you will leave this summer with a set of results of which
your younger self might only have dreamed. But you are
not a dreamer. You work conscientiously, although there
is more to you than that as well. Thank you for all of your
performances, and when you were younger for all of those
enthusiastic dance routines and handstands. You have
made the most of every academic opportunity afforded
you as well as every overseas trip on offer – until Covid
scuppered your style! We will miss you enormously. You
are a powerful role model.

Owen has become so very content in his person that it
has been a joy to behold. Naturally sociable, and able to
approach and speak to anyone, he has always helped
others to feel comfortable in themselves too. In the words
of ‘The Smiths’ (a favourite T shirt) you are a ‘Charming
Man’, though ‘Heaven knows’ you would be ‘miserable
now’ if you thought that Covid restrictions could impact
access to ebay! Always aware of the need for a balance in
your life, you found yours in sport. You have taken your
duties of Head Councillor very seriously, learning the hard
way that responsibility comes with far less glamour and
more compromise than you might have first thought!
Academically curious, you have thrived on independent
study and your EPQ was a great opportunity for you to
explore personal interests and political motivations. It is no
surprise that you will study International Relations moving
forward. We wish you every success and thank you for your
service.

Tegan Perry
Tegan you are a thoughtful and private individual and in
spite of all other possibilities, you stayed true to your love
of art in your time with us. Your heart is set on art in the
future, and you look forward to an art foundation course
before you settle on your degree programme that will likely
be to do with art, whether art history, or fine art. Beyond
that? A career perhaps in art therapy. We stand amazed at
your artistic talent, Tegan. Whatever the future holds for
you, we wish you every success and happiness.

Isabella White
Izzy, you have been a pleasure to have in the form. Gifted
academically and artistically, it truly has been a pleasure
to teach you. Your self-effacing, modest character has
almost never let you fully acknowledge your strengths and
impressive qualities, and paradoxically that is one of your
most endearing traits too. Sensitive and thoughtful, you
prefer a low profile, but your intelligent wit and humour,
those wry one liners, and – to be fair – the statement boots,
mean that you are noticed and also that you will be very
missed. Wise, sensitive, articulate, and thoughtfully critical
in your thinking and appreciation of the world. Please stay
in touch and come back and tell us when you finally believe
what we have believed about you all along!
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Study Ball

Peony Ye

Fatemeh Hozhbari

Peony, your joy at returning to school at the end of the
first lockdown to help us with the form barbecues was
very touching. That lockdown showed you how much you
appreciated school and that was a powerful perspective to
bring with you into Study II. You have been so very talented,
so artistic, and we still feel sure that those creative subjects
will form an important part of your life into the future, as
hobbies or perhaps more, (even though you do want to
pursue a career with a white coat and safety glasses!). You
are a kind and generous soul, thinking of others, often over
and above yourself. A perceptive observer, you know exactly
when to actively involve yourself in a situation, when your
empathy has been evident well in advance. You are happy
for the success of your peers as you are a thoroughly kind
person. Do remember to come back to this school that has
meant so much to you, because you mean so much to those
you will leave behind.

Fatemeh, you brought your beautiful smile and your
impressive ambition to Wychwood over two years ago now,
and probably had no idea what you were walking into,
certainly physically, but also academically, emotionally or
culturally, let alone with a global pandemic on the horizon.
You have been such an impressive, resilient role model,
as you have steered your way through the Study years,
both learning from those around you and giving what you
could at every turn. You have matured into a kind, sensitive,
generous human being and it has been a joy to share
discussions on poetry and culture with you, alongside your
otherwise very scientific academic path. Your understanding
of the service required as one of the Head Councillors was
evident from the start of your tenure, and it was your recent
comment, reflecting on the impact of the pandemic, when
you wished there might have been more opportunity to put
on events for the younger pupils that said everything about
you. We wish you well now that your dream of dentistry is
ever closer!
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Remove
“When I first began at Wychwood, I found it difficult to find
my way around and be on time for lessons but this helped
me to soon realise why Wychwood is so special: despite
being a small school there are always other people to
help me and my friends. In our small form, we have been
able to focus on building life-long friendships. New people
joined throughout the year, so our friendship group was
ever-growing! I now have a great group of friends and feel
like I am still discovering how lovely life is at Wychwood.”
Beatrice Lidwell-Durnin
“At the beginning of the year, I started Wychwood without
knowing anybody and not being very sociable. However,
now I have friends and I have started to enjoy school a lot
more than I used to.”
Julia Ferrarese
“Being a part of Remove this year has been such a
great experience for me as here have been so many
opportunities, both in and out of the curriculum. I am
particularly interested in drama activities.
At the beginning of the spring term at Wychwood, I
decided to join LAMDA club after school on Tuesdays. I
have loved it so much and the entire experience has been
brilliant. There are always people, both students and staff,
willing to help you with your piece. In clubs and in lessons,
there is always someone to ask for help if you are stuck.
Drama lessons are also incorporated into the curriculum,
we do a range of activities to help us enhance our
dramatic abilities. It is great for team work: building our
skills in leadership and compromise!
There are many other aspects of Wychwood school that
I have enjoyed as well such as English, the sciences,
languages, history, geography and many more. Overall, I
have really enjoyed my time here at Wychwood school so
far."
Amy Newman
"My first year at Wychwood has been a memorable and a
very special experience. I have made numerous friends,
all of whom are very understanding and funny. One of the
highlights of the year was seeing Emilia via the National
Theatre Live, in the Michaelmas term.
I love the lessons: I love doing experiments in science,
I love reading books in English, I love writing scripts in
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Drama: I just really, really love it all! I am very lucky to be
here and really hope others can come and love it as much
as I do."
Lucinda Johnson
"Being a part of Remove this year has been great fun.
Although it was hard not to see my family for such a long
time, I have been lucky to be with my new friends in my
form. They have helped me through this tough time.
What I enjoyed the most this year was probably the
Christmas fair. Each year group had to make their own
stall. We chose to make up a game of throwing a ball into a
Rudolph's mouth! We took it in turns to look after the stall
and worked well as a team. Along with all the other forms, a
lot of money was raised, and we really enjoyed it.
I am proud of what I have achieved this year and I am
looking forward to Inters next year!"
Bo Wang
"I did not start at Wychwood until March. When I first
arrived, I was a bit confused as I had not attended school
for over a year because of the lockdowns. Nevertheless,
I started making friends and after a few weeks, I started
to get to know everybody in my class. I began to feel
comfortable after a short period of time, and I have been
getting along well with my classmates."
Janna Soloiman
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Tidings

"When I first started Remove, I felt settled really quickly,
and made lots of new friends. I have had lots of fun with
them. Something I have especially enjoyed about this year
was the Performing Arts evening and my LAMDA lessons. I
love acting and there have been loads of opportunities to
do this, my current goal is to get a distinction in my next
LAMDA examination. I have enjoyed chemistry, where we
get to do lots of exciting experiments. I also think it is nice
that the headmistress gets to know all the students from
Remove as she teaches chemistry!"
Lyra Smith
"The first day. I was really nervous, but seeing my new
friends helped. Everyone was so kind and helped me get
to lessons. After the first week, everything was settled. I got
used to my long journey, coming in on the train and the
bus. English is one of my favourite subjects. I love writing
stories, even when Mrs Kirby bans me from writing too
much gore!"
Esther Clayton
"I joined Wychwood late in the year and everyone in
Remove was really welcoming. Wychwood does a great job
at helping students to get along. I like the way the teachers
listen to my concerns and take them seriously. My favourite
time is lunchtime when I go out in the gardens and go on
the swings."
Laurel Jarvis
"Despite having on-line learning for some of the year, I
have loved Remove. I have made lots of lovely friends and
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the bonding weekend really helped with making them. It
also helped with my confidence at the beginning of the
year. Doing my LAMDA piece in front of the whole school,
especially helped with my confidence. I also really liked my
first ever movie night at Wychwood. It was a great way of
spending time with my new friends, and I hope the years to
come can bring as much joy as this year did."
Khadijah Ali
"During my first year at Wychwood, taking part in Song of
the Stars was the best thing I chose to do. Everything from
making friends with people I barely knew to getting my hair
and make-up done, made this experience really enjoyable.
The whole cast became so close. Because we were able to
bond during rehearsals and breaktimes, it made it feel like I
had been at Wychwood for years! Just about a week before
the first performance, we got news that one of the actors
would be isolating and I was asked to step up and play the
role of Marceline for a night, which I really enjoyed. The last
performance was quite emotional as we all knew that we
were going to miss goofing around in rehearsals and playing
‘ultimate splat.’ It was an amazing experience which I will
never forget."
Ajsen Spriggs Le Tocq
"My time so far at Wychwood has been good. Everyone
has been extremely welcoming. Although it is a very small
school, we have got a very diverse community. I only came
two weeks before the end of the Trinity term, but I soon felt
like part of the Wychwood family."
Martha James

The Elm 2021

11

www.wychwoodschool.org

12

The Elm 2021

www.wychwoodschool.org

The Elm 2021

13

www.wychwoodschool.org

www.wychwoodschool.org

The Big Row 2021
Rowing was first introduced to Wychwood, Oxford
over 110 years ago under the watchful eye of one of
its founding teachers, who then had an intricate award
system for pupils that progressed them through the
ranks of oarsmen, mates, half captains, and captains.
With support from British Rowing, Wychwood is now
reintroducing rowing to the school in strategic partnership
with Hinksey Sculling School as a whole school curriculum
sport. From September 2021, we shall be running a dual
system of participation for those pupils that want to enjoy
this fabulous sport and an elite program with defined
scholarships, to enable the school to compete at the very
highest level in the coming years. Wychwood might be
a small school, but that doesn’t mean we can’t be fierce
competition!
To celebrate the launch of our Rowing programme
Wychwood were very excited to take part in the Big Row,
alongside Hinksey, to raise money in support of the Love
Rowing charity. As we all looked forward to supporting the
GB Rowing squad this summer in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics,
we decided to set ourselves the target of rowing 2021 km
on rowing machines, over the course of a week to raise
£2021. Being new to rowing, this was a big challenge for
us but one that all our pupils and staff were excited to
attempt.
Day One
What an amazing first day of the Big Row! The day started
with our Study I students who began their general studies
week with a session on the ergs, expertly coached by
the Director of Rowing from Hinksey. Bodo Schulenberg
took the students through their paces, and they rowed
the first kilometres of the week. As the day continued, we
had rowers from every year group, as well as several staff
members, take part. Day one ended with a visit from Sally
Pettipher – national rowing champion and trustee from
Love Rowing (the charity for which the Big Row is raising
money). Sally spoke to our Big Row ambassadors about the
mission of Love Rowing, her experience, and the benefits
that rowing can bring – whether you pursue the sport at
elite level or just for social participation. Sally then took
the students through several drills on the ergs, including
their favourite – synchronised rowing to music. As day one
wrapped up, we had rowed a total of 224km on the ergs!
Day Two
Well, what a day! Numbers were depleted due to our
whole school play rehearsal, but what a shift the staff and
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students who remained put in! Another 228km were rowed
towards our total – beating day one. There was some great
work by our Directors, Simon Tyrrell and James Weedon,
who came down to row with the girls. We teamed them up
with a selection of pupils and staff to go head-to-head and
see how far they could row in 45 minutes. Team James just
pipped Team Simon, but what an effort!
Day Three
Blisters were forming, legs were tiring, but one thing was
for sure, the enthusiasm stayed incredibly high. Every year
group came together, including Shell and Study II, to row
another 226km taking our total to an amazing 678km!!
There was a real buzz around Wychwood with the girls
really cheering each other on and rushing to get on the
ergs and row at every opportunity.
We focused our minds on our 2021km target in support
of Team GB's upcoming plight at the Tokyo Olympics.
In celebration, our catering team provided us the most
delicious Japanese lunch to fuel us through the afternoon.
Day Four
As we closed in on the 800km mark that afternoon, this
became our target for the day. However, to surpass this
by over 100km, bringing our grand total to 904km was
amazing. A special mention must go to Study II pupil,
Owen, who completed a total of 40,000 metres on day 4.
We were about to head into the final day of the Big Row
and our target was in sight.
Day Five
When I thought we couldn't give anymore, all students
and staff dug deep on the last day of the Big Row. Every
year group had a lesson slot during the day where the
students relayed on and off in fast 500m bursts. The sun
was out, and it was a sweaty affair, but they all worked so
hard. Day five also saw the humanities row off, where Team
Geography went up against Team History. Unfortunately,
our historians did not make history, and Team Geography
came away with the win! The energy did not deplete,
and the enthusiasm was at the highest it has been all
week. Staff got on the ergs for the last hour and rowed
Wychwood over the finish line.
As a result we had our best day of the week so far, rowing
280km. This brought our total to 1184km. An unbelievable
achievement from a small school who have yet to launch
our rowing programme. We set out to row a total of

2021km in partnership with Hinksey and it is safe to say we
all SMASHED it!
Wychwood’s total came in at 1217km. Combined with
Hinksey’s 3718km on the water, our team total was 4935km
rowed. This is further than the official Atlantic rowing race
distance and an incredible achievement. These totals put
Hinksey and Wychwood as 1st and 2nd place (respectively)
on the leader board or 255 participants that were involved
in the Big Row – not bad for our first rowing event.
Over the week we also ran our first ever house rowing
competition. Oak house contributed the most kilometres to
our school total and were crowned the first winners of the
Concept 2 Indoor House Rowing shield.
All of this was in aim of raising funds for Love Rowing
whose mission is to create accessible and inclusive
rowing programmes for communities that are currently
underrepresented in the sport. Thank you so much to
everyone who donated and supported our students and
staff. It was a fantastic week and we really showed what can
be achieved when you come together and work as a team.
Bring on next year when we will be able to join Hinksey by
taking part on the water.
Miss F Centamore (Director of Sport)
“I really enjoyed The Big Row as I had not done any rowing
before, and I was able to step out of my comfort zone. I also
really appreciated the supportive atmosphere as everyone
was cheering each other on and pushing each other to do
our best. Thank you, Miss Centamore, for organising this
challenge.”
Georgina Wheaton (Lower Transits)
“The organisation of The Big Row was fantastic! Personally,
I loved it! After a year of cancelled matches and restrictions
on what sports we could practise, The Big Row was a chance

for us all to compete and challenge ourselves physically. And
we did – A LOT! We all had a target for a specific distance,
and most of us managed to beat it. From this opportunity,
we learnt that we are capable of rowing quite big distances
whilst cheering on our friends having fun at the same time.”
Diana Mukhametzyanova (Lower Transits)
"Rowing was an exhausting experience, but it was worth it!
I really liked rowing week, as I am quite competitive. On the
first day, I did so much – over 14km and by the second day,
I was so exhausted that I only went as far as 3km."
Janna Soloiman (Remove)

Easter Rowing Course
Over the Easter break, a few Wychwood students were lucky
enough to have the opportunity to participate in a ‘learn to
row’ course at Hinksey Sculling School. The course started
right at the basics and so was perfect for first-time rowers
like most of us were. We began on the much shallower pond
in order to gain our confidence manoeuvring the boats, as
it turns out, oars are a lot harder to handle than you might
think. Once secure enough in the sculls, we moved onto the
larger lake. Having had very little experience with the sport,
besides a few short goes in primary school, I was pretty
wobbly to start with, but soon settled into the swing of it –
ignoring the few awkward capsizes!
At the end of the week, we were all given the opportunity
to show off our new-found skills in a set of races, I even
managed to scrape a first in one. As well as learning a new
skill it was also a great opportunity to spend time with
friends outside of school and make some new ones in the
process. Overall, despite the icy weather, it was an absolutely
amazing experience and one I shall not be forgetting anytime
soon. Having had this great introduction to rowing, I am now
thoroughly looking forward to the prospect of rowing being a
regular sport here at Wychwood.
Elizabeth Newman (Upper Transits)
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Drama At Wychwood

This year drama at Wychwood has been rather different
from usual as close contact, physical activity and singing
were largely prohibited. Consequently, we have had to be
inventive with our curriculum. We decided to adapt our
normal lessons to work in hula groups one metre apart and
incorporate more script work and small group activities into
our lessons.

Examination Work
Our Shell and Study II students performed their examination
monologues and duologues. As there was no external
visiting examiner permitted this year, the event was filmed
in front of a live Wychwood audience instead. They were
all very thought provoking and professionally presented
and the candidates were very pleased that they had the
opportunity to perform as normal. Study II also got to
perform their practical examination devised play Playground
Politics. For this the hall was transformed into a primary
school playground complete with a full-sized playhouse.
They were very glad to have been able to perform, and the
audience really helped to lift their performances.
During lockdown we had on line drama lessons which
involved secret missions, superheroes, Stranger Things,
dressing up at home, break out rooms for group devising,
script based activities, and everything Teams had to offer to
help us create and share our work.

the actual examinations on line, but eventually, when
restrictions lifted slightly, we managed to secure two days
for live examinations in March. Everyone did really well and
the results were magnificent with 16 distinctions and 8
merit grades awarded.
I would like to say huge thank you to our very dedicated
and talented coaches, who came in to work with our
learners and help them to reach such a very high standard.
I am so grateful to Nicki Ginat, Pip Wellden, Rebecca
Velickovic and Georgie Lagden for being so supportive and
encouraging throughout the sessions.
I would also like to congratulate the LAMDA learners for
their bravery and application and am delighted to be able
to announce this year’s fabulous results in Musical Theatre
and Acting:

Results
Congratulations to the following senior learners who were
also awarded their medals:
Grade Six Bronze Medal winners: Marisa Thomas, Fern
Robins, Isabella Crockett, Alexander Evans.
Grade Seven Silver Medal winners: Jamilah Hurd, Mabel
Kinnings, Natalie Cooke, Leony Ye, Gina Smith
Well done to all!

LAMDA
LAMDA continued and went from strength to strength,
despite lockdowns, isolations and date changes.
The sessions were timetabled virtually, and everyone gave it
their all. At one time we thought we would have to conduct
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Mrs M Constance

Drama Club carried on when we were finally reunited
after the first lockdown. Our school play, Song of the
Stars, which was originally scheduled to be performed in
Spring 2020, was rewritten, recast and rescheduled for
Spring 2021. When the next lockdown came, however, we
had to postpone again, recast and reschedule. After many
anxious months of waiting and wondering, we were able to
perform Song of the Stars in July to an invited audience of
vaccinated/ tested and socially distanced guests. The three
performances went very well and the cast and crew worked
exceptionally hard as a cohesive creative unit to finally bring
their production to the stage. I would like to say a huge
thanks to all of the cast and crew and to Miss Wellden, Mrs
Drummond, Mr Constance, Ms Wardell, Mrs McCullagh, Miss
Frame and to Jose and Mike for all of their help and support
with the production.

“I am Gigi and alongside Isabella, I played the lead role Aoefe O'Connor. Considering I was cast as this part almost
two years ago, it was a relief that it was not postponed again
when we finally performed the play in July.

We are passionate about bringing out the best in our drama
students and recognise the value of being able to speak
publicly, perform and share in a secure and supportive
environment. We are very lucky that, despite everything, we
were still able to do this in 2021.
Mrs M Constance

“Working on the school play, Song of The Stars was very
interesting. There were lots of changes and character swaps
and rewrites of the script. For example, originally, I was part
of the students’ group, playing a Year Seven, but in the final
production I played a teacher instead. It was difficult with
people leaving and additional characters being added to,
and of course the challenges self-isolation rules brought
immediately before the performances, but I think it turned
out to be a unique and gripping play. I really enjoyed being
part of the cast and it was a great experience trying to take
on the personality of my character."
Porsha Dixon (Inters)

“Being part of this production was a long, yet exciting
process. I remember when I first found out I would be
playing Aoefe alongside Gigi. We were getting ready to get
on the coach to travel to Young Voices back in the January
of our Lower Transit year – yes, it was that long ago! I
remember being outside the hall and Gigi running towards
me shouting, “We have got the main part. We got Aoefe!” It
was such a memorable moment.
Over the next few weeks, we were given a script and
highlighted our lines. Then it was about learning and
perfecting them ready for the performance in March.
Then Covid happened. Whilst we adapted to remote
learning, and the play was postponed, Mrs Constance
was determined not to let it go and when we returned to
school in September, script changes were made, parts were
created for new students, and we all started to learn our
new lines. Of course, Covid continued to challenge us with
a third lockdown presenting further delays. It has been a
roller coaster, but what an exciting journey it has been.
Finally to perform the play in the summer was wonderful
and I am grateful to Mrs Constance for her hard work and
perseverance. It would really not have happened without
her!”
Isabella Crockett (Upper Transits)

I really enjoyed being a part of this amazing community of
people and team of actors. I love getting to know all the
younger girls and this production really helped us do that.
Mrs Constance is a great director, and we are all very lucky
to have her.
Even though we travelled some bumpy roads during the
process, we always got through them and continued
pushing forward towards our goal and we ended with such
an incredible play.”
Gina Smith (Upper Transits)

“I joined the cast relatively late in the process and
rehearsing was always fun as it was done quite differently
at my old school. I enjoyed getting to know all the cast
members and working with everyone in a supportive
environment. I also enjoyed getting to know my character,
Miss Lamont, the colourful and excitable P.E. teacher. It was
quite difficult to get around all the setbacks but this made
us all work with more determination. Due to the patience of
Mrs Constance, we got there, and it was a joy to perform it
to a live audience over three days.”
Georgina Wheaton (Lower Transits)
“Being in the cast of Song of the Stars and watching the play
develop was an extremely rewarding experience. Though
we experienced various obstacles on the way – national
lockdown, school closing, changes to the script and lastminute changes to the cast due to coronavirus restrictions
to name a few – this has been a thoroughly enjoyable
experience and I am sure that I speak for everybody when
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I say that having the opportunity to perform this play in
person with an audience during these unprecedented times
was phenomenal. I played the part of Ivan Griffin who is
the English teacher at Grangemoor, and although the voice
of the character was hard (and painful) to maintain, the
character was fun to play as his lines were quite amusing.’
Alexander Evans (Upper Transits)
“As usual, Mrs Constance put on an astonishing and unique
play! As a person who is obsessed with drama myself, I had
great fun being a part of it. This play brought smiles to the
cast and to the audience. What I loved about being in Song
of the Stars was the bond we had as a company. I loved
seeing how the play evolved and developed from its original
form and of course, I enjoyed building my character. Being
part of this production has helped develop my confidence
as a performer and whilst we appreciate that Mrs Constance
may need a long, long rest after her hard work over the last
two years, we cannot wait until the next production!”
Diana Mukhametzyanova (Lower Transits)
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“This year I had the privilege to be part of the school
play, Song of the Stars. The original cast had changed so a
few friends and I were given a small part each. It was so
much fun to do all the rehearsals and to be part of the
community and to act with my friends. Every Tuesday and
Thursday we had rehearsals which could be stressful at
times. Also, as we were playing school girls, we had to wear
an awful orange and black school tie. We all complained
about them so much! However, it all made it memorable,
and I will never forget the time I was in my first ever
Wychwood school play.”
Amy Newman (Remove)
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A Reflection on Extra-Terrestrial Life Forms
In June, as the public anticipated
the Pentagon’s UFO report, Emilia
Moss (Upper Transits) reflected
on extra-terrestrial life forms.
“If it is just us, it seems like an awful
waste of space.” – Carl Sagan
I want you all to briefly switch
your mindset for me and imagine.
Imagine that you are lying in your back-garden, admiring the
beauty of the night sky, perhaps even wishing you were up
there yourself – I don't know, the finer details are up to you.
Now I want you to imagine your surprise, when you spot
something. Something you swear was not there last night.
Or the night before. Or the night before that. It is there and
suddenly, it is gone. 'Do stars do that?' you think. But there
was something about that star, something that made you
think that perhaps it was not a star at all. You have a theory.
You tell your friends at work the next day, but nobody
believes you. Why would they? 'Don't be stupid,' they tell you,
'aliens don't exist.' And maybe they are right.
But what if they are wrong?
Let me tell you about a man named Paul Hellyer, an
educated engineer and author who served a long career in
Canadian politics. He unified the Canadian Navy, Air Force
and Army into one single organisation now known as the
Canadian Forces, as well as helping found Canada’s only
international UFO landing pad in St. Paul, Alberta.
Here is a breakdown of some of the claims he has made
from a speech he gave at a hearing in 2013:
• There are at least four types of alien species that have
been visiting earth for thousands of years, including live
E.T.s that are here currently.
• The different species probably have different agendas
and should not be considered as one entity.
• One of the species is called the Tall Whites, and two of
them are working with the United States.
• And finally, a cabal formed by several governmental
organisations are planning to create one world government
and are supressing information about aliens from the public.
This extra-terrestrial testimony is not Paul’s first involvement
with the alien awareness movement. In 2005, he confessed
to a Toronto audience that he had once seen a UFO with
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his wife and friends. Two years after, Paul asked for public
disclosure from world governments on alien technology that
could potentially save us. So yes, Paul’s ideas might be a little
out there, but his resumé certainly lends some credence to
his assertions.
Many are convinced the government is hiding the existence
of aliens to keep people from being terrified if they knew
the truth. You want evidence? You need not look any further
than the government officials who have allegedly let slip the
truth.
John Podesta was a member of the Obama and Clinton
administrations and is now a member of Hillary Clinton’s
campaign team. He has been working toward uncovering
the truth about UFOs and aliens for years, and although it
is not much, he has made a little progress in getting certain
files declassified.
Congressman Dennis Kucinich is known for being very
outspoken and quite different from his colleagues. He is
from Ohio, and during the time of his experience, he lived
near an Air Force base. He saw a strange UFO, and as it flew
over, he claims to have felt a mental connection.
Their claims may sound a little fantastical, but just like Paul
Hellyer, their important Government positions do imply
some integrity.
There are hundreds, possibly thousands of registered UFO
sightings out there, and the majority of the time, there is a
thorough debunking accompanying them. But some have
been a little harder to explain away, from the 1853 sighting
by students and professors at the Tennessee College
campus, to Stephenville Lights case from 2008, with over
200 witnesses.
If you are going to believe any reports of UFOs, you might as
well trust those coming from the people who have actually
been to space, and have a PhD, like astronauts Edgar
Mitchell, Cady Coleman and Dr. Brian O’Leary, many also
referencing government knowledge of alien existence and
cover-ups.
Buzz Aldrin has spoken of his own experience on board the
Apollo 11 when they saw something flying alongside them,
which they assumed was the final stage of the detached
rocket, until mission control confirmed it was 6000 miles
away from them. Got an explanation for that?
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Now it may be easy enough to
write off much recent phenomena,
quoting anything from wayward
weather balloons to the
perpetuation of the legend of
extra-terrestrials. But what is slightly
harder to dismiss is the ancient
evidence. Enter, The Madonna
with Saint Giovannino, otherwise
known as the UFO painting. Created
in the 15th century, it depicts the
Virgin Mary and in the backdrop
of the painting, a man and his dog
staring up at a hovering disk-like
object that is suspiciously familiar.
And this painting is not alone,
with everything from ancient cave
paintings to Sanskrit Scrolls all
depicting alien life. A sighting even
crops up in the Bible! Either this is
compelling evidence, or humanity
has a rich tradition of conspiracy
theorists.
Now let us take a break from
theorising and look at this
mathematically. Back in 1961,
astronomer Frank Drake devised
an equation by which he could
estimate the likelihood of the
existence of intelligent alien life,
taking into account a number
of factors including the average
number of planets able to support
it. The result: statistically, hundreds
of thousands of such planets should
technically exist, and it is important
to note that while the word ‘alien’
brings to the front of most people’s
minds a human-sized, bug-eyed
creature flying about in a UFO, this
is the result of human imagination
based on sci-fi movies and the
like, and it really just means life in
any form existing in space, be that
bacteria, plants or tiny organelles.
Now, we have already discovered
planets in our galaxy that could
support basic life. Furthermore, we
have barely scratched the surface
of intergalactic exploration. Who
knows what is out there?
Emilia Moss (Upper Transits)

World Book Day
Welcome to Wonderland
As we moved towards our final week of remote learning in March, we launched
our annual World Book Day writing competition, inviting entrants to create their
own worlds and write a mini-saga set in that world – in just a hundred words! It
is fair to say that they rose to the challenge!

Remove and Inters
Highly Commended
Ilanit Chotoveli
The Escape
New day, new week, new start. The
ant army return from their holiday,
but they don’t know what’s happening
to them. “Argghhhh! What is this?
Why are all the houses breaking and
falling? We will have to get out of
here, fast!” screamed the commander
of the ant colony. “We have escaped
many times before so we can do it
again. Humans might be bigger and
stronger than us but that doesn’t
mean that they are allowed to step
on our kingdom. We can build a new
Kingdom that no one can destroy.
We can move far away from these
humans.”

Runner-up
Ajsen Spriggs Le Tocq
Destiny
Destiny was an unknown island.
Half of it was on land and half was
under the water. No one knew about
Destiny apart from the tribe that lived
on the island. They were called The
Destructors. They had lived there for
thousands of years, never disturbed.
But one day, the sky darkened, and
the earth began to shake. Large
cracks began to open in the ground.
From beneath the earth, red magma
seeped up and crept across the island,
gradually gaining pace. The tribesmen
ran with lava licking at their heels. All
was demolished. All was destroyed in
an instant.

Amy Newman
The Hidden Secret Below
I have walked these corridors for
longer than I can remember – stared
at the sickening white floors. For my
entire life, I have been lost, there must
be more than this out there. I look out
at the marshmallow clouds. There is
something there; something I haven’t
seen before. Looking closely at those
clouds, I could have sworn…they were
jerking unnaturally as I glimpsed the
blackened earth below. The ground
beneath my feet starting shaking, like
something was pounding the walls of
a prison. What was this place? What
was the Minister trying to hide?

Porsha Dixon
The Mirrored
I looked down at my own pale reflection
in the dancing surface of the river.
Another face came to join me. Vyn.
“What do you want, Vyn?”.
“I don’t know, Peregrine,” he whispered
back. Then a hand shot out of the water
and clasped itself around Vyn’s thin
wrist and pulled him down into the
waves like a fish on a hook. I called for
him fearfully, but he was gone. I jumped
in and swam after him, but all I saw was
myself staring back with piercing eyes.
My reflection moved. It wasn’t me. It
was the Mirrored.
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Winner
Lucinda Johnson
Illusion
My body quakes as I struggle to choose
between truth and illusion. I glance
around the room, inhale deeply, to
the impossible triangle hovering over
the five-sided stone, and exhale. In my
hand, the solution to this conundrum,
a triangle that agrees with nature’s
laws. Why am I hesitating? My instinct
is to plunge the reality into the illusion
to rescue the universe from impossible
things that would deny compatibility
and logic. But what about this realm?
Will it combust? Will it be erased from
existence? My mind clouds up with a
cacophony of impossibility, fact and
inevitability.

Lower Transits
Highly Commended
Cora Greig
Flipped World
I am a boy living in a bomb shelter.
Before my father went to war he gave
me a mirror and said, ‘This mirror can
take you to magical places.’ I didn’t
understand then. One day I tripped
and fell through the mirror and I saw
a bright, colourful world and everyone
was at peace. I walked around and
in place of ashes were flowers, and
children were playing. There was a
park with houses surrounding it. They
had unusual talking devices. I found
a newspaper. It was the year 2019. I
think I will stay. Just for a bit.
Katya Bellers
Tokyo Ghoul
Pearls of rain glisten from the flickering
streetlights. A massive crack carves
itself onto the building. The Tokyo
tower falls in defeat. “Am I still in Tokyo
or have I gone to Hell?”
Red and blue lights glare at me
with hatred. One by one policemen
surround me. My aching body begins
to rise but suddenly, a rush of coldness
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enters my body. Splashes of red as
bright as a field of Higanbanas appear.
Shouting and yelling close in on me.
I plunge into darkness. Everything
begins to blur. Light fades out.
Darkness fades in. The Tokyo ghoul
moves onwards.
Celeste McCauley
The Wall That Divides the World
Staring up at the wall surrounding
my home, tears roll down my cheek.
The wall that divides the world is still
standing but chunks are falling on the
cities either side. So close yet so far.
One exuberant in colour, yet everyone
ungrateful. One in black and white,
with only the dregs of the colourful
land. But these citizens love their
world that is their home, appreciate
what they have. The wall that divides
the world is falling. For better or
worse. Two worlds are colliding.
Uniting? Will the end of the wall that
divides the world bring reconciliation
now?
Georgie Wheaton
After the Apocalypse
It was a regular night for us; laughing
with each other, having to sneak
around to avoid making noise. But,
we were alone when it happened.
Just me and my friends alone in the
apocalypse. It was difficult at first
but we got used to it. Anyone can be
whoever they want. Everyone is equal.
We struggle to find food but at least
we have each other. We run down
desolate roads, screaming the lyrics
of our favourite songs. We climb
skyscrapers that have become mazes
of vegetation. It’s hard sometimes,
but we really have grown to love the
apocalypse.
Hannah Burton
The Asteroid
It was the asteroid. Our planet
changed in the blink of an eye.
First the luminous plants started to
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grow, next the ever-changing tides
of sparkling silver and skies of vivid
navy speckled with deep violet. Then
of course, us. We developed gills to
breathe the new gases caused by
the asteroid’s plummet and armour
of scales to hunt the newly evolved
animals. We evolved after the asteroid
hit and were left here by the unevolved
as they escaped to a new planet
beyond the furthest nebula. The
asteroid caused this, but our planet is
more beautiful than ever before.
Runner Up
Noor Elsamonnoudi
Perfection
Rain spitting down.
Dear Diary,
I really miss her, sometimes I wish I
could see her again…
“You could” something whispered.
“Who said that?” I asked.
“Restricted area, mirror”
I am bewildered and suspicious.
“Creak” screeches the door as I slowly
walk in the restricted area. “BANG!” The
door slams.
A mirror; lights open; I touch the
mirror; my hand goes right through.
Something pulls my body through. I
scream for help but I suddenly calm
down by hearing my mother’s voice. I
turn around,
“Mum?”…
“Iris?”…
“Mum!”…
“Iris!”
I see a parallel world filled with
happiness. From flowers to towers. It’s
perfect!
Joint Winners
Kira Webb Johnson
The Loop
8 am. Watching two raindrops race
down the window, lost in thought,
before the Controller shouts, “Get
back to work!” I turn to the conveyor
belt to stamp the identical packages
advancing towards me. 6 pm. I leave
the building to join a grey huddle of

boys and girls with expressionless
faces, knowing that tomorrow and the
next day will be the same. Lost in a
nameless loop. We can only imagine
that behind the gates is freedom.
We choose to believe. The controller
yelled, “3059 is missing. Lockdown!”
I hear the hatch close. I am on the
other side.
Caitlin Masey
No Escape
Onyx crystals crack and shatter
beneath my pounding feet as I flee
across the courtyard. I dive behind
one of the marble pillars just as an
arrow zooms past my ear. Boom! It
explodes mere metres from my figure
and that foreboding smell of smoke
and ash permeates the air. It’s now or
never! “Zola! Open the portal!” I yell as
I suddenly lurch forward. One of their
arrows hits me! Searing light explodes
around me and I gasp. My head slams
painfully into the ground. The last
thing I see before it goes black are
those leering crystalline cliffs.

UTs and Shell
Highly Commended
Jamilah Hurd
Wondrous Wanderings
The night was chilly. I remained still,
refusing to shiver. Any movement
would be heard by the preternatural
prey silently stalking. My breathing
was slow and rhythmically regulated
so as not to emit a mist in the
unnaturally cold air. My heart wanted
to hammer its way out of my chest.
My body threatened to fidget, every
instinct telling me to move, to do
something, preferably disappear, but I
persevered. Listening. Watching.
The sun rise, the dream like
landscape, reminiscent of a Van Gogh
masterpiece enveloped me. The
mountains floated commandingly
around me, their wonder possessing
me. Life is truly wondrous.

Zara Coleman
Fractured
Shadows curl around the world that
lay ripped and raw. Cars were crushed
to pulp, telegraph poles lay sagging
and torn, buildings shattered. This
is what happened when humanity
became too much and the monsters
that ripped at our hearts were
released. I stepped around the rubble,
only stopping when my foot crunched
on glass, slicing the silence. Reaching
down, I picked up the remains of a
framed photograph. Four people, the
perfect family. Did they turn savage
like the rest? I carelessly let the frame
fall, smashing into millions of fractured
pieces. Like the world. Like my heart.
Fractured.
Lily Forster
The Last Survivor
It’s 2166. I’m part of the Elite Force.
Our job? To make sure order is
maintained in the Galaxy. There’s
been news of an apocalypse on
Planet B7AD6. Orders: Travel there
on Spaceship BC1 – Athena. We’re to
expect nothing but barren landscape.
It’s a short journey of three days
of light speed travel. An easy job is
expected. This is a standard clean up
procedure to ensure B7AD6 is still
inhabitable so the next colony can
be moved there. We do a standard
search. It seems that whatever
happened here wiped out everything.
But wait, we find something shocking:
one last survivor.
Rebecca Smith
The Underworld
You’re thrown out of the portal onto
rigid, red rock. It’s humid and gaseous,
a crimson glow obscuring any distant
view. You witness two bovine figures
drop items at each other’s feet – one
is a sharp sword, crafted from the
finest diamond, whilst the other is
a small chunk of glittering gold. You
venture further with your limited
vision and soon you’re wading through

dense, umber quicksand. A vast castle
constructed with deep purple bricks
catches your eye – you struggle out
of the quicksand to approach it, when
out of nowhere, a ball of fire is hurled
at your head…
Runner Up
Kiera Logan
Away from the Flames
The ground thundered. The ravine
was alight with dragon breath of
orange and red. Clashes of metal,
calls, cries. Scrambling up the ancient
mountain path she slipped away.
‘Go!’ Her father had told her, voice
trembling, pained. She ran but when
the ravine town was just a speck of
flame in the smoke-mist distance
she couldn’t tear her eyes away. She
squinted frantically, searching for
something more, anything more. She
watched as the dragons rose through
the smoke, their claws full with their
master’s supplies. Outstretched wings
blocked the moonlight, plummeting
her into the darkness. She reached for
her dagger.
Winner
Leony Ye
Butterfly
It has been over ten years since I last
saw her, playing a game of hide and
seek that hasn’t ended yet. It’s cold
without her warmth around me. Every
day I write my loneliness into poems.
I dot my ‘i’s’ with eyebrow pencils; I
meander through the place we always
used to soar about – the garden in
Fujikasane Mountain. When, suddenly
a flutter of soft hued butterflies swarm
around me. I gaze up, to then dive
into a haze of single chambered eyes.
My voice trembles, ‘I-I found you!’ And
with a tender smile, she replies, ‘You
found me.’
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little confusion made many of us believe we had finished
the hunt before we later realised that we had at least six
more eggs to find! Eventually, we all found the ones we
needed and we ate them rather too quickly.
Thanks to the lockdown being slowly lifted, we were also
able to go on frequent visits to the Westgate Centre, a
much-needed change of scenery after being stuck within
the school grounds for much of the year.
After the Easter holidays, lockdown restrictions eased
even more so we were able to do more. However, the
weather did not agree so much. With rain forcing us inside,
we got a chance to do something craft-based. With Mrs.
Stephenson’s guidance we were able to create paper roses
using pink and/or purple paper cut, folded and then placed
in a frame. A perfect rainy day activity that gave us some
new room décor!

Even though many things this year did not go to plan, as
boarders here at Wychwood we have still been able to have
lots of fun. During the Michaelmas term, when we were
mostly confined to the school grounds, we were able to
enjoy a variety of fun activities including, decorating our own
t-shirts and a recycled clothing fashion show.
Miss Stone gave us a choice of a black or white t-shirt which
we were then allowed to decorate with anything we wanted.
Some drew characters from their favourite shows, while
others wrote messages and quotations on theirs. It was
great fun being able to make something you could keep,
wear and look back on in the future.
While most of us kept our t-shirts, the clothing we made
for our recycled clothing fashion show, was less likely to
be kept. Our task was to create items of clothing we could
wear for a mini fashion show, the only catch was we had to
make everything out of... recycling! We were given a variety
of resources such as cardboard boxes, tissue paper, unused
bin bags and old magazines, given free rein to use anything
else we could find within the textiles room and began to
create! I chose to make a very dramatic and over the top
outfit consisting of a bin bag dress and a green recycling
bag for a veil, both perfectly paired with a bunch of paper
flowers: the perfect outfit for a wedding! Once we were done
creating, we paraded through the art and textiles rooms
with music while taking plenty of pictures to remember the
occasion.
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Later in the term, we decorated our Christmas tree.
After supper we all put on our pyjamas and hurried back
to the foyer to begin decorating the tree. As we waited
for everyone to arrive, hot chocolate with cream and
marshmallows was prepared for us while mince pies and
other treats were on offer. Following Wychwood tradition,
we each signed our names with a silver or gold pen on the
baubles before placing them on the tree. Starting with the
youngest, we worked our way up the year groups, before the
eldest placed the angel on the top of the tree.
Just before the start of the Hilary Term, another nationwide
lockdown was announced meaning some boarders would
not be able to return until the 8th of March. While many
were not able to return, those in school had activities to
occupy them such as a Chinese themed lunch for Chinese
New Year. Because the school day required a lot of screentime, active sessions were put on the hall every day. Sessions
focused around exercise, but were often more fun than just
a workout, Just Dance, bench-ball and dodgeball were just a
few of the many activities everyone was able to enjoy.
Fast-forwarding to the weeks before the Easter Holidays,
those who were away returned and the UK started to open
up, meaning there was more to do during the weekends.
On the weekend right before our holidays we all spent the
day taking part in Easter themed activities. Firstly, we made
Easter Bonnets with the help of Mrs. Crossley who also
made one herself. We then enjoyed an Easter egg hunt. A

As the weather improved, we were able to participate in
outdoor activities such as Go Ape! We had to wear lots
of sunscreen to protect ourselves from the increasingly
strong sun, we had to bring water to remain hydrated
and wear clothing that wouldn’t make wearing a harness
uncomfortable. Quite the checklist for a trip that turned out
to be one of the most fun!
To begin with we were given a safety briefing, harnesses
and a map of the course. Our first course was further from
the ground than our test run which threw some us off at
first, but, we quickly got the hang of how to complete each
activity. Some obstacles were similar to tight ropes while
others required us to walk over moving platforms or hang
on to rings hanging above us. The best part had to be the
second course which consisted mainly, if not entirely, of zip
lines. Zipping through the trees, eventually brought us to
our final and longest zip line. The final line was parallel to
another meaning you could zip alongside a friend making
it even more special. It took us across a massive, expansive
landscape just as the sun was setting, truly a beautiful
ending to our amazing afternoon!
The following day we went to Clip ‘n’ Climb, an indoor rockclimbing center. We were able to climb a variety of different
walls, challenging in different ways. Certain walls needed us
to think more so that we could climb them successfully, for
example one even required you to climb backwards! There
was even a time trial challenge. Two walls next to each
other, each with a timer, a good challenge on which to try to
beat a personal best or on which to compete with a friend
A couple of weeks later we also went ice skating, which as
great fun as always. Although I was terrified at first, after
around twenty minutes on the ice, I gained confidence and

was able to let go of the wall. It felt great to face my fears
and skate confidently without the constant fear of falling.
To end the year on a bang, Miss Stone, Mrs. Stevens
and Miss Frame took all of us to Chessington World of
Adventures! To arrive just after the park’s opening time,
we had to leave school by 9am meaning we had to wake
up earlier than usual for a Sunday morning. Once we had
all met in the office, we received our packed breakfast
and lunches and then were split into groups for which car
we would travel in. I travelled in a car with Miss Frame,
Gigi, Leony and Jasmine and I have to say, we blasted the
soundtracks to musicals all the way there! After an hour and
a half, we arrived at Chessington. We split off into groups
and soon Yiyi, Anna, Betty and I were exploring the park
looking for our first ride. For the next five hours we roamed
round the resort screaming, shouting and laughing on all
the rides the park had to offer. My favourite ride had to
be Vampire. Firstly, the queuing area was so cool as it had
dramatic music playing, an animatronic man playing the
piano and dark lighting with green and purple strobes: a
true gothic party. Secondly, the ride itself was fast paced.
There were drops and turns and for most of the ride our
legs dangled in front of us, adding to the thrill! This trip had
to be my favourite of the year and I am so glad I signed up
for it!
This year has been undeniably challenging, unpredictable
and frankly disappointing at times, but spending countless
nights watching movies in the boarding house and hanging
out with friends has meant even when we have been
confined to school, we’ve had a good time stuck together!

Positive Pebbles

After a challenging eighteen months of dealing with the
global pandemic, every Tuesday of the Trinity term, the
whole school was invited to paint positive messages onto
pebbles. The boarders could also do this as a weekend
activity if they wanted to.
You could decorate as many as you liked, and they were
displayed around the tennis court for people to read as they
walked past. They really brightened up the school grounds
and were uplifting to see.
Charlotte Blackwell (Inters)
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Even though our main objective was not fundraising, we
did raise some money through food and extra ticket sales,
and as a class we decided our total of £380.26 would go to
Yellow Submarine, a local charity café, that supports those
with learning disabilities and autism.

going to let lockdown stop this tradition! The format
changed but we still started with a quotation. So “Just living
is not enough, one must have sunshine, freedom and a
little flower” from Hans Christian Andersen, became the
inspiration for the ‘Not the Form Play!” extravaganza.

Overall, I found this all to be a fun, rewarding challenge. My
favourite moment was at the end of the process at the fair,
seeing it all come together and watching everyone have a
great time.
Sophie Solovieva (Study I)

Study I, being the independent thinkers we are, managed
to totally ignore most of the quotation and left it to the
other years to produce some beautiful and thoughtprovoking presentations, making time-lapse videos, writing
stories and a poems, and embracing the positivity the
quotation inspired after months of a winter lockdown.
Every form, worked well together, uniting remotely across
the country and across continents.

Reclaim the Streets
In March 2021, Sarah Everard was kidnapped and murdered
whilst walking home. Her death sparked conversation about
violence towards women.
As Head Girls of a school made up of mostly young
women, we felt it was important to do something to spread
awareness.
In co-ordination with Mrs Johnson, Sophie, Anu and I
delivered an assembly citing the Reclaim the Streets
marches in the 1990s and the recent UN statistic that 97%
of adult women have experienced sexual harassment.
We were advised by previous Head Girl, Anaïs Arroyo to
reclaim the narrative and not to focus just on the negative.
Our choice of action was therefore to plan a whole school
fundraiser walk.
Due to on-going restrictions we had to be flexible in our
plans and the whole school event had to be postponed
until the Michaelmas term. However, we were determined
to do something for this charity so myself, Sophie and Anu
decided to set out on the first part of this journey in our
own little ‘Head Girl bubble’!

Making it a Year to Remember
When we returned to school in September after months
of lockdown, we were determined to make the most of the
year ahead. Our focus was mostly on charitable events but
as restrictions continued to prevent outings and events,
we also wanted some fun for the rest of the school. Not
everything could be completed to full capacity, but we
made the most of what we could do!

The Christmas Fair
At the beginning of the Michaelmas term, it was announced
that the annual Friends of Wychwood Christmas fair would
be cancelled due to Covid-19. However, all hope was
not lost! The Study I came together to save the day, and
decided to hold a different, internal, Covid-safe fair with
only student-run stalls. Our main aim for the fair was to
have a fun afternoon for everyone to enjoy, rather than
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Our idea was ambitious. We decided to create a spoof
Bake-Off episode - challenging given the distance between
us. Sophie and I wrote it together thanks to the power of
Microsoft Teams and Google Docs, two things I am sure
we have all seen enough of by now. Funnily enough, I had
never seen an episode of Bake-Off before, but I made sure
to complete plenty of “research” by watching out of context
clips!
Everyone recorded their clips of themselves in character
and sent them to our editor, Joey, who worked creatively
to edit a collection of random clips into a true “cinematic”
experience. I really cannot thank her enough for everything
she did! I think the biggest thing I took away from the
whole experience was that comedy works very differently
on screen compared to on stage. You have the benefits
of zooms, cutting, and background music for jokes, once
again reminding me how it really is the editing that can
make or break a film no matter how ridiculous it might be!
Anuoluwa Sofoluwe (Study I)

Pride
focusing on fundraising; so we decided that we would run
the fair on a ticket system – with each student and member
of staff getting 10 free tickets, so that everyone could enjoy
the fair regardless of their financial situation.
After deciding on our end goal and getting approval from
Mrs Johnson, we split ourselves into different departments
and got to work organising and planning the fair, while
Mrs Troth and Anaïs Arroyo supervised the whole process.
My job was writing all the emails (way too many emails),
assemblies, planning, and overseeing the other groups.
After an intense two and a half months, filled with steep
learning curves and some class disputes – mainly over the
purchase of some rather overpriced gold card – the fair
finally happened.

Our goal was to each walk 11km around the University Parks
to make a cumulative 33km walked, to represent the 33
years of Sarah Everard’s life. Initially we had hoped to raise
£200 to donate to the Jo Cox Foundation. However, such
was the enthusiastic support from our community, our final
total was over £1,100 which prompted a personal thank
you letter from Rt. Hon. Jacqui Smith, the chair of trustees
for the Jo Cox Foundation. We look forward to being able to
develop the challenge with the rest of the school beside us,
in the near future.
Alice MacMahon (Study I)

Not the Form Play
Form Plays have long been a much anticipated and enjoyed
tradition at Wychwood and whilst the format would have
to change because of remote learning, Study I were not

June is Pride month, which is a celebration of the LGBTQ+
community, and as Head Girls, we felt that it was important
to celebrate this as a school.
We decided to hold an event for each week of the month,
each one with a different focus.
Our personal favourites included the second week when
we focused on fundraising, by holding a rainbow themed
dress up day in support of the Albert Kennedy Trust and
the final week when we organised a forum for the whole
school, which gave more information and history on Pride
and the LGBTQ+ community. It was written and expertly
delivered by Miss Johnson, and we thank her for this. It was
wonderful to celebrate Pride as a school.
Alice MacMahon (Study I)
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Inters Fund Raising
This year the Inters decided
to make and sell tie dye
masks to raise money for
the Jo Cox Foundation. We
did the tie dying by putting
marbles inside white cotton
masks and then tying them
with rubber bands. Then we

made them wet and mixed
our colours. After doing that
we put the coloured dyes
on the masks and let them
set for a while before taking
out the rubber bands and
revealing our designs.

We had a stall selling them
at break and lunch time and
it was lots of fun and all the
Inters really enjoyed it. The
total we raised was £123!
Emilia Ilo (Inters)

Thought for the Week
Over the past year I have had the privilege of contributing
on a regular basis to the Oxford Times education column. It
has included pieces on Wychwood's 'Thought for the Day',
autism, teaching the Holocaust and religious education.
Other schools and colleges also have regular slots and
the column provides an insight into education across
Oxfordshire in different sectors. In June I contributed a
piece on the symbolism of the ubiquitous rainbow and it
also formed the basis of one of our school assemblies.

Rainbow People: Oxford Times June 24th 2021
A year ago, while in lockdown, Wychwood School displayed
a rainbow which could be seen by all who passed by on the
Banbury road. Each A4 sheet of coloured paper with which
it was constructed, carried a supportive message for the
NHS and care workers.
This year the school has once again displayed a rainbow
but this time in response to Pride week, championed by our
senior pupils, keen to show awareness and solidarity with
the LGBTQ+ community.
Young people have always been alive to injustice (some may
use the word woke, however, this is often used pejoratively)
but currently, more than at any time I can remember in my
teaching career, pupils are keen to call out injustice where
they see it. This is currently on issues related most notably
to the environment, race and gender. Should anyone be
quick to criticise, we would do well to remind ourselves that
fundamentally their motivation is about making a better
world and ‘Amen’ to that.
And we want our young people to be engaged and
passionate for justice, yet at the same time school is a
place where it is important that they become informed and
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encounter differences of opinions. Maintaining a space in
which disparate voices can be heard is becoming challenged
in the wider society, which makes it all the more important
that schools hold onto that balance in order to educate.
The rainbow has long been a symbol of hope, seen at the
end of a rainstorm and heralding brighter times ahead. It
is also an important symbol of unity in diversity. White light
as we know is a spectrum of colours and all are essential
in order to have a light that illuminates. In the same
way we need to hear the opinions of others for greater
understanding and tolerance.
It was Archbishop Desmond Tutu who first coined the phrase
‘Rainbow People’ with reference to the diversity of races and
ethnic groups in South Africa. Yet it seems apposite to use
that term at a time when it is increasingly important to seek
a unity of people who may hold different and contradictory
beliefs and opinions. Rather than condemn and cancel, there
is a need to listen and engage in constructive dialogue when
there are significant differences of opinion.
And we can learn much from the process of dialogue
developed by those who engage in interfaith conversations,
the first principle of which is ‘to learn, that is, to change
and grow in the perception and understanding of reality,
and then act accordingly’ (‘Dialogue Decalogue’ by Dr
Leonard Swidler). This is much needed as we navigate the
perspectives related, in particular, to race and gender.
Any educational institution, be it university or school, has
to be a place where diverse ideas can be heard in order
for learning to progress. Maybe therefore, the rainbow can
also act as a symbol for that diversity of thought, from which
greater illumination may be gained.
Mrs C Crossley
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Nature Club
In the Acorns club we normally discuss and research a new
topic each term. Of course, the past year and a half have
not been normal. Like many others, I was struck during
the lockdowns by an increased awareness of birdsong and
of the important role nature plays, sometimes unnoticed,
in our lives. So, when Mrs Crossley announced that she
would run a nature club during the first half of Michaelmas
2020, I asked if Acorns could join in. Together we explored
the wildlife of our school grounds, and the Trap Grounds,
an area of reed beds on the edge of Port Meadow. The
Acorns continued with this theme for much of the rest of
the year, repeating our exploration of the gardens and
the Trap Grounds for new members, and undertaking
independent research on the wildlife to be seen in these
very different environments.
Dr M Donald

Wildlife at Wychwood
On 5th May, we rushed around the grounds of Wychwood,
identifying the wildlife we walk past every day using Google
Lens, Bird Net and our own identification skills!
At the time, bluebells were beginning to bloom, creating
lovely little cushioned areas of blue surrounding the tennis
courts. We identified two main types of bluebells: Common
bluebells and Spanish Bluebells. Bluebells have many
names: wood hyacinth, wood bells and Lady’s Nightcap
are among them. It is illegal to pick or uproot these iconic
spring flowers, (as with any wildflower) as they are under
protection from the Wildlife and Countryside act, to
prevent them from being sold at garden centres. Patches
of them take years to establish, and if they are crushed,
they may take just as long to grow back. Around half the
world’s bluebells are in the UK, making them quite rare, but
the UK is famous for duvets of blue in woodlands!
Daffodils, hellebores and tulips also were in flower in front
of the main building, underneath some birch trees, which
were playing host to common ivy, moss and lichen. (Fun
fact: lichen is a sign that the air is clean – hooray!)
We also found geraniums, primroses and japonicum, a
pretty plant which was often painted by architect Charles
Rennie Mackintosh.
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Charlotte Kell Poetry Competition
hazel, a small tree whose thin branches twist and spiral
this way and that, contorted in a very pretty way. Most of
the time, it hides behind green leaves, but in February and
March, it is draped in yellow catkins (drooping clusters of
cylindrical flowers which are wind and insect pollinated.) It
is native to Europe and Western Asia.
We also identified some birds including a pair of magpies,
but more unusually, a Eurasian jay! Sitting on a tree
hanging over the lawn, he was proudly displaying his
white, black, and electric blue wing, while his body was a
light chocolate brown. Eurasian Jays hoard acorns and live
in woodlands around Europe and north-west Africa, the
Indian subcontinent and further to the eastern seaboard
of Asia and down into south-east Asia.
We also found Fortune’s Spindle, a flowering plant native
to East Asia, which is highly invasive, and Rhodanthenum, a
daisy-like perennial with white petals and a reddish middle.
Finally, the big copper beech tree covers the garden
behind the tennis court, shady and green.
Wychwood has such beautiful grounds.
Lucinda Johnson (Remove)

The Wychwood Fox
Foxes usually come out at dusk and dawn. They are quite
anti-social and spend their time in cut off places away from
everything. The fox that you might see loitering around
the Wychwood grounds can usually be seen at the end
of the school day. The reason why the fox stays here at
Wychwood is still unknown, but if you observe it closely you
might be able to see its slight limp. There are many other
factors that could be keeping the fox here, such as the
many overhanging trees, Sir John’s Lawn or the prohibited
section of the school that can be found behind the hall
which provides a perfect, wild spot to retreat to.
If you do happen to see the resident Wychwood fox, which
may not be too difficult considering it is partial to sitting on
the bench by the tennis courts, please watch from afar and
leave it be, the Wychwood grounds are its home.
Verity Gray (Lower Transits)

Runner Up 2021
My Grandmother’s Hands
Elizabeth Newman (Upper Transits)
Brand new in the summer of ’43,
Her hands, soft and full of innocence,
Grapple for a mother’s attention.
By age three in ’46 and still so pure
and small,
Mysterious little fingerprints
Are dotted on the walls.

Winner 2021
Procrastination
Emilia Moss (Upper Transits)
Next week, next month or tomorrow?
Cried out the forgetful sparrow.
As he perched on the wall,
He just couldn’t recall;
‘Next week, next month or tomorrow?’
‘It’s tomorrow you useless bore!’
Replied the impatient crow from nextdoor.
‘If you just paid attention,
I would not have to mention.
It’s tomorrow – not one moment
before!’
‘I was sure it was actually next year…’
Others turned and saw pigeon appear.
Settling down by the flowers,
He had dreamed of for hours,
He declared, ‘Yes! Definitely next year!’
‘Dear me, you’ve all got it wrong,’
Sighed the woodpecker, hopping
along.
‘I’ve just come from there now,’
She said quirking her brow,
While you’ve been squabbling
here all along!’

Three decades on, in ’71,
A shiny gold band round her finger,
Those gentle palms cradle a daughter.

But a small, loyal dog at his side.
A woman who has lost her house,
So by the gates she stands,
Cries silently and looking down,
A large bill sits in her hands.
The people just walk past them,
Some ignore and others stare,
Some people shout and holler at
Rough sleepers who are there.
Next time you see the homeless,
Be kind because you see,
Should life have dealt a different hand,
It could be you or me.

Commended 2021
Hands once so elegant and graceful,
Are now so twisted and tired.
Age spots litter her fragile papery skin
And veins crawl up the back of her
hand
Like vines through a canopy.
Every scar and flaw maps her life
journey.
That same gold wedding ring
Still sits on her finger fifty-five years
later,
Though battered and scratched,
Its lustre was never lost.
These hands tell of Emerald glory,
These hands tell a story, her story.

Commended 2021
Homeless
Charlotte Blackwell (Inters)
A man with an empty wallet
A man who has no pride
A man who has not anything

To Make a Sea
Lucinda Johnson (Remove)
A host of rushing raindrops
Glisten in the light
When will the showers stop?
Once the damp paintbrushes run.
The sprinkling has settled;
Magnifying blades of grass,
Spraying perfume,
Pooling on the ground.
The water is collecting
And then begins to flow
Trickling, rolling, rushing
This movement grows and grows.
The stream is a million
Mirrors, which shiver and glitter,
Reflecting the bright sun.
Tumbling down the hill.
The river is segmented,
opens its jaw to the ocean’s waves,
Pulsing tides,
And running currents.

We found many trees in Sir John’s lawn, with a very
colourful pink Crab Apple tree, and the stunning corkscrew
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Wychfactor
Monday, 5th June
saw this year’s iconic
Wychfactor take place.
Much organisation during the preceding weeks,
led to this amazing event. Wychfactor is typically
a highlight in everyone’s year, and I have to say
that this year certainly did not buck the trend. The
Citizens arranged a space themed evening which
meant that we made lots of cosmic decorations
for the stage, and all of the contestants wore
costumes linked to outer space.
The evening ran smoothly, and everyone was so
pleased to be hearing live music again. The judges’
comments were always positive, demonstrating
the level of talent displayed throughout the
concert: one act was described as ‘mesmeric’ by
Ms Sherlock, whilst Mrs Stevens described many
performances as ‘absolutely brilliant’, and Mrs
Constance justifiably commented on the high
standard of drama that made the comedy acts
so fun to watch! Dressed appropriately as gold
stars, our hosts, Azahara and Mabel, filled the time
between each act with clever puns and spacethemed jokes.
We observed many different talents across
the school, including singing, dancing, comedy,
instruments and even poetry. The judges chose
their top three acts to be put forward for the
public vote: Fatemeh’s poignant poetry; Leony
and Mr Pennington’s cover of Billie Eilish and then
the band, who emerged victorious, consisting of
Alex on vocals and guitar, Mr Alchin on bass. I
thoroughly enjoyed playing the drums alongside
them. We played ‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams’ by
Green Day, with a welcomed encore at the end of
the event.
The Citizens are all very grateful for those who
helped make the show work seamlessly, including
the judging panel, the terrific contestants, and
of course the audience who created the night’s
sparkling energy. Given Covid restrictions, the
turnout was excellent, and everyone enjoyed
themselves greatly – a great event to kickstart the
last week of the academic year.
Rebecca Smith (Shell)
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General Studies

The Study I General Studies week in the summer term is
when the year group go off timetable and are given the
chance to learn about culture and life skills, as well as
relevant PSHE talks and how to approach the next stage
in our lives as we look towards starting our final year at
Wychwood.
To begin our week, on Monday, we had a Yoga and
Mindfulness workshop. We learnt about the connection
between the mind and body with a talk from Sasha
Constance. She taught us how health is not just physical,
but also mental and social, which led to management of the
impact of stress on the body (something we had all just felt
after our recent examinations). We then did some breath
work to prepare for the upcoming Yoga sessions.

pens, teabags and journals were given out as we started
an exercise in journaling and questions to ask ourselves
to keep a clear mindset. Finishing off with some final deep
breathing, our first wonderful day of General Studies was
completed.
On our second day, we split into two groups to explore
the longstanding heritage of handcrafted arts in Chipping
Campden, a beautiful village in the Cotswolds. The High
Street was beautiful - even the Co-op was idyllic with original
curved windows! We toured around the Court Barn, the
resident craft museum, and walked to St James’s church. We
learnt of Charles Ashbee and discovered the intimate link of
art to the history of many families that are still resident over
200 years later, one being Hart Silversmiths that still have
written records from before WWII.

As a year group, we surprised ourselves at our flexibility
and perseverance as we held a variety of challenging
poses, from perfecting our Svanasana (Downwards Dog)
to breathing into somewhat sore ‘pigeon’ leg stretches, all
whilst learning the Indian roots of the practice.

After a speed walk up a heavily inclined hill with Dr
Donald and Mr Siantonas, we reached a viewpoint for a
final glimpse of the village below, before our groups then
switched over and we drove to Daylesford.

We moved onto a guided meditation with soft background
music, during which a mixture of burning incense and
essential oils diffused around the room, providing a
wonderful, relaxing atmosphere. Giftbags with coloured

Upon arrival, James, our teacher, gave us a guided tour
around the organic gardens and we became very enthused
in trying the marvellous fruits and vegetables straight from
the plants – the strawberries being a particular hit. We
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particularly enjoyed watching the piglets running around
on our way back to the kitchens. We were then treated to
a cookery class. The menu consisted of a fresh courgette
soup with a poached egg, a combination we were initially
unsure of but ended up being delicious. We tried our hand
at knife skills and began to realise the amount of logic and
chemistry that goes into the science of flavouring, and
how the way you cut certain ingredients affects the dish.
The soup was fresh and warming and we felt proud of our
culinary efforts.
GCSEs are an acronym that had been a source of work
and uncertainty for us over the last few years, and after
completing them last summer, we now have a new one to
face: UCAS. Thankfully, General Studies includes learning
life skills and awareness – and one being particularly
important at this stage of our life is understanding the
process of university application, and how to choose the
right course. At a rapid pace, Liz Reece taught us about life
in the workplace, the importance of developing a CV with
our transferable job skills and an introduction into how to
write a personal statement. Collectively, we realised the

importance of researching the subtle differences when
applying for specific subjects and even how this varies
between universities.
Thursday included a PSHE forum informing us about usage
of the internet, and how to keep safe when we encounter
explicit content in the future. This led to many thoughtful
conversations surrounding the effect of the internet on
relationships in our generation. After our session we took
the train up to London and stopped off at Regent’s Park
for a sunny picnic. Tickets were given out and we walked
over the open-air theatre, for our main part of the day: to
see a production of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The
performance was interesting and somewhat avant-garde.
An incredible soundscape underscored a set made of
scaffolding, that was innovatively used in a performance
that was energetic through the climbing of the scaffolding
and the dramatic stage-fights. Visually, gold, silver and
bronze costumes dazzled us; notably the sparkly blue
eyeliner sported by Mercutio. Overall, it was open to
creative interpretation and sparked a lot of discussion and
analysis on the train home.
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Welcome to Wychwood Sixth Dinner
For our last day, we had a practical class in self-defence.
We were informed of our rights as citizens when it
comes to self-defence, and how to recognise when it is
appropriate to use certain actions to ensure our safety.
Playing the phone-snatching ‘baddy’ became increasingly
popular throughout the morning, as we learnt how to
avoid situations escalating in a calm manner, how to keep
a clear thought process under the pressure of danger, and
finally how to equip ourselves against potential attacks in
the streets. Some rumbunctious practice ‘fights’ took place
but thankfully (other than an extending umbrella) no real
threats were present.
Arts students were then given a talk from a first-year
university student about their foundation year at Oxford
Brookes and experience of choosing to pursue a creative
route. We were given a presentation of a mixture of their
physical and online portfolios, which opened up many new
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ideas on the possibility of exploring and curating digital
exhibitions in the future.
Our week was rounded off with a talk about financial
awareness and learning about mortgages, how to calculate
interest and finally how to realistically budget to gain a good
credit score, and keep safe as a student when we come to
take out student loans.
Overall, General Studies week was informative, memorable
and above all enjoyable. As Study I, we are incredibly
thankful for the varied range of activities and opportunities
given to us and feel like we have been equipped with a
broadened sense of awareness. These skills will be taken
with us as we head into our final year at Wychwood.
Lucy Mehta (Study I)
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Why Lashes?
“Want voluminous lashes without the clumps? Introducing
new enlarge and indulge mascara. This will extend and
thicken your lashes…”
Stop. Seriously? Imagine wasting valuable pennies on a
product that makes you seem like you have something of
a small forest growing above your eyes. And don’t even
get me started on clumps, I mean… clumps? That does not
sound like something I would want to risk having in my
eyelashes.

Extended Project Qualifications
Now, some may say that the moral of this story is to check
carefully to see whether or not there is water in the pan,
or to cook with a responsible adult if you are an elevenyear-old who thinks that they are Jamie Oliver, but let me
set you straight… This is not a speech about fire safety,
and if it was then I would not have used this anecdote as
it has a much more profound meaning than that. The true
moral of this story is that eyelashes can potentially cost
lives. That is right, actual lives could be lost due to these
useless tiny hairs.

I remember, when I was in primary school, I used to pull
out and eat my eyelashes (I apologise to the sophisticates
among us) and I was always told ‘stop doing that, you need
your eyelashes!’ However, did I really? I mean, all they ever
seem to do is hang above my eyes and occasionally drop
off, which is just annoying.

However, do you know what is even more useless and
irritating than regular eyelashes? Fake eyelashes. The
fact that anybody would want to pick up a clump of fake
microscopic hairs and then stick them to their own eyelid
in an attempt to ‘achieve the perfect look’ in society’s eyes
is beyond me. The pressure on people, predominantly
women, to do so is an issue. It is bad enough that
people are convinced that they do not look good enough
naturally, but when you take into consideration that these
products can lead to certain complications – corneal
abrasion, allergic reactions leading to compromised vision
and permanent blindness to name a few – you begin to
realise that this may be more serious than we all think.
Also, we all have to admit that fake eyelashes are starting
to get out of hand in terms of appearance. I mean, lots of
them are not even semi-realistic any more.

So, we have already established that eyelashes are
irritating. However, I think – in fact, I know – that it goes
beyond this. I think that they can potentially be lifethreatening. Now this may seem a stretch, but allow
me to share my negative eyelash experience.

I can think of many times when I have been on the bus or
train, and when I have stood up to get off, I have looked
down to see that somebody else’s fake eyelashes have
attached themselves to my leg like a small desperate
creature.

I am in the kitchen cooking supper. Everything is fine,
everything is normal. The tantalising scent of tomato sauce
wafts through my nostrils. Everything is peaceful. And then,
not one, not two, but three eyelashes drop into my eye.
Why me? What have I done to deserve this? Due to the
ruthless attack I have just received from my own flesh, I
am unable to see whether or not I have yet put water in the
saucepan. I assume that I have, so I pour in my pasta and
then go outside to take a breath of fresh air but when I
re-enter the kitchen, I am in shock… FIRE!

So, maybe next time you find yourself aimlessly traipsing
through the cavernous aisles of your local cosmetic store,
you will think twice before buying that mascara or those
‘luscious lashes’. Yes, they may be on sale, and you may
think you need them at that price. But do you really want
to go around looking like Yzma from The Emperor’s New
Groove? Do you? I don’t think you do.
Alexander Evans (Upper Transits)

Eyelashes. Many people, when they hear the word
‘eyelashes’, would think of expensive mascara, or long,
luscious fake lashes. Others may say that they are useful
and that they protect your eyes from harm. Do you know
what the first word that springs to mind when someone
merely utters the word ‘eyelashes’ to me is? Irritating.
Exceptionally irritating. In fact, I believe that, contrary to
current beauty trends, eyelashes are where evolution really
failed us.
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Q: What have the expansion of the universe, the right
of prisoners to vote, and the relationship between the
anatomical Venus and portrayal of the female body in
advertising got in common?
A: They were all submitted this year as EPQ essays by
members of Wychwood Sixth.
At Wychwood we have been celebrating diversity during
the summer term, and Wychwood diversity has definitely
been reflected this year in our pupils’ EPQ submissions.
The EPQ is not compulsory at Wychwood, but it has
produced a stunningly diverse range of research essays by
those Study pupils who chose to enter for the qualification.
Nyah, a pupil we welcomed back in September from
Germany to spend Study I at Wychwood, is a keen student
of physics and astronomy, so she chose to write an essay
on Hubble's law and Hubble’s constant. She explained
in clear terms in her essay and presentation what was
special about Hubble’s law that makes it so important
for astronomers. This is an amazing achievement for a
pupil writing in their second language and working on a
much tighter deadline than we normally expect of our
EPQ candidates. I have learned that dark matter and
dark energy are not the same thing, and Nyah tells me
that she has learned how to reference and construct a
bibliography.
Owen (Study II) started off knowing that he wanted to
write an essay in the field of politics, but what exactly?
Should he do something on South America, or something
on US relations with South America? Then one of those
serendipitous moments happened. He became embroiled
in a discussion with Mr Humphreys in a geography class

on whether prisoners should have the vote. This was a
Eureka moment for Owen, who from that moment became
a passionate advocate of the cause of extending democracy
to include those incarcerated in our prisons. He read
widely, gaining information from both sides of the debate,
but those who heard him give his presentation were in no
doubt as to where he stood on the issue. The presentation
was a passionate performance and we all came away
wondering why we had never thought about the issue
before. He tells me that the experience of writing his EPQ
was a crucial step on the way to his decision to apply to
study international relations at university.
Isabella (Study II) was motivated to choose her EPQ topic
by a present she had received the previous Christmas, a
book on the anatomical Venus. This was a recumbent figure
of a woman, made in eighteenth-century Florence, for the
benefit of medical students. This sculpture echoes other
artistic depictions of Venus, but it hides a secret, its outer
casing opens to reveal her internal anatomy and organs.
This figure sparked all sorts of interesting ideas in Isabella’s
head about depiction of the female form in art and the
relationship between art and science. This project was
original and very promising from the start, but the effect
of lockdown, which delayed Study I summer examinations
until September, nearly derailed it. However, it is a tribute
to Isabella that she managed to regain her momentum
later in the Michaelmas term, managing to complete the
essay over the following Christmas, followed by a virtual
presentation during Hilary.
All three of our candidates deserve our admiration for their
determination and persistence with the EPQ during the
most difficult year any of us can remember.
Dr M Donald
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School Picnic
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Wychwood Association

The Wychwood Association is the network for everyone
connected with the school. All members of our community
– pupils, staff, parents and governors – automatically
become members on leaving the school. All are
encouraged to register via the school website and enjoy all
that the WA has to offer.
Our international network of alumnae live and work all
over the world in a range of careers from business and
science to arts and culture. We are committed to keeping
in touch and supporting the school by giving practical help
and professional advice to pupils as well as financial help
where we can.
With the restriction of Covid regulations in 2020/21, our
planned events moved online and the popularity of our
first remote reunion paved the way for the future. Close to
100 members attended the Zoom reunion for the 1980s
decade and our annual highlight, the Study II Leavers
Social when we celebrate Wychwood pupils' achievements
and welcome our newest members to the WA, was held
with great success on Teams.
The focus of 2021 has been the launch of our new
e-bulletin newsletter, the WA News. This termly
communication brings news of the school and the wider
community to our members, with articles on all the latest
developments at Wychwood as well as features on our
members past and present, forthcoming events and ways
of staying connected with friends across the WA network.
We have a lively Facebook Page with over 400 members
where former students can reminisce, share photos of
their time at Wychwood, receive news from the School,
invitations to WA events, share career and training
opportunities and advertise their businesses. Future
ambitions for social media include developing a presence
on LinkedIn for career and mentoring opportunities
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Staff Farewells

and on Instagram to stay connected with our younger
members.
The WA Committee of volunteers meets termly, working
in close collaboration with the School and the Friends
of Wychwood. Representatives from the alumnae year
groups support the committee and encourage good
communication across our network (see school website
for list of Form Reps). We’re always keen to welcome new
committee members and Form Reps for those years
that don’t yet have one. Please contact a member of the
committee if you have any questions. We would love you
to get involved.
We look forward to welcoming Wychwood Association
members to events in person again very soon. In the
meantime, please stay in touch by registering or updating
your details via the school website.

WA Committee 2020 – 21
President: Andrea Johnson (Headmistress)
Chair: Jo Holmes (OG)
Secretary: Johanna Stephenson (OG/former FoW)
Treasurer: Rachel Page (OG)
Alumnae Relations Officer: Emma Davidson (OG)
Events Officers: Lizzie Peach (OG) and
Emma Davidson (OG)
Communications Officer: Claire Harvey (OG/FoW)
Committee:
Sue Clear (former staff)
Michèle Crawford (former staff)
Steph Jankovic (OG)
Deborah Pluck (OG)
Camilla Stephenson (OG)
Emeritus members: Heather Simpson (OG) and
Judi Whymark (OG),
Ex officio: Marketing, Admissions and Business
Development Manager

Dean Boland
Dean, who has been a gap at Wychwood and a Marketing
and Admissions assistant, is a thoughtful, questioning,
good humoured, highly organised and technically highly
knowledgeable member of the staff. The girls remember
his football club with great enthusiasm and he and Tara
have made a great team – remember the Wychwood NHS
rainbow? He is a very gentle gentleman, and we wish him
well in his blogging career.
Marina Johnson
We had a number of things that needed to be done at
Wychwood and so Marina was pulled in as a jack of all
trades – uncomplaining and energetic and efficient – to
get on with it. Then things change as they do in schools,
and through the year she has done everything she has
been asked to do – such as sorting out pupil files, building
filing check lists and then ensuring they have been
completed for every child in the school, producing and
delivering LGBTQ+ education, and hitting the netball court
in anger on behalf of the staff team for the first time since
she left school ten years ago. Over the year she moved
from the basement to the admissions office where at
the end of the Trinity term she has been running it while
training the new assistant while the manager self-isolated:
I am truly grateful.
Pip Wellden
Like her namesake I think it is fair to say Pip should
have Great Expectations. She has developed into a
proto teacher here and next year will take her on a step
further towards fulfilling her ambition – we thank her for
every things she has done with her cheerful, can do and
proactive attitude as a gap assistant and wish her every
success as she becomes a teacher proper. We thank her
for everything she has done for us and wish her good luck
at university.

Katie Whitcher
Katie has grown up so much here and has learned to
manage both demanding people and messy situations so
that they no longer worry her in the same way as they used
to do. She is going to medical school and I can see her
doing meticulous and life-saving research for which that we
will all be grateful. Thank you for everything you have done
for us and good luck with the medics.
Anna Hutchinson
We want to thank Anna for her calm, her care and her
sense of fun – she has been a brilliant side kick to Mrs
Henk in The House and Sir John’s for the last three years
and the girls lucky enough to know her in the House have
been privileged. She has completed her DPhil and has
taken a lecturer’s role in Devon next year – we wish her
every success and all happiness.
Susan Boardman
Our Marketing and Admissions Director has had to make
the painful decision to leave us due to family reasons which
rightly take priority over her working life.
We are so sad about this – she slotted right in, and she
understands us. She really ‘gets’ Wychwood in a way that
the Marketing and Admissions director needs to and, as
a result, she increased the size of the school by 10% in a
single term.
She is wickedly funny – there have been many giggles and
I think I speak for the whole of SLT when I say that we have
learned a whole new vocabulary since she arrived – there
is so much to Marketing and Admissions speak that we
did not know. We wish a super clever, super emotionally
intelligent woman farewell, bon voyage and we hope to see
you often back at Wychwood.
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Anna Frame
Anna Frame moves on to a more senior boarding role after
three years at Wychwood and we thank her for her service
here. The thing about Anna is that she really cares about
the girls in her care and minds how they are and wants
to help them to face their challenges. In a tiny way that is
illustrated by the sweets she produced each vaccination
season to ease the girls’ passage through the prickly
experience. But she does so much that many people do
not see – she also works in the school office where she is a
mistress of systems and of Excel. We have so valued what
she has done there as her eye for detail is excellent and
her spreadsheet knowledge unsurpassed in the school.
She develops systems that work – her work on absence
sheets has been excellent not to mention appraisals and
registration and chasing girls up when they are not where
they ought to be.
She has also contributed so much to the extra curriculum
both in clubs and in the boarding house – many, many girls
and staff now know how to crochet and her passion – some
might call it an obsession – with Harry Potter has extended
the boy wizard’s presence in Wychwood and other fans
have met a soulmate! I often think she should go onto
Mastermind with Harry Potter as her specialist subject.
But for me I will be most grateful for her very willing and
able help in crises – on her arrival here she sorted out
the medical paperwork overnight prior to an inspection
which was unbelievably useful. And her management of
the in-house LFT testing as part of her duties i/c of medical
matters was superlative – she got us all organised and
tested efficiently and then communicated what we needed
to do to everyone else as well as training everyone involved.
Thank you, Anna, and we wish you every success as you
move forward.
Belinda Stevens
At the last certificate assembly of the year, I spoke of
vocations and what they mean – Belinda is living evidence
of what a life of vocation looks like, including the phase
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early on when she was testing her vocation and hated
teaching. Many of us who teach did not want to, and have
hated bits of it, but we have been sucked in and have HAD
to continue because we see why it has to be done. And we
get enormous amounts of satisfaction from what we do
when we finally make the decision that it is what we should
do. This is Belinda. This is an immensely committed and
professional vocational teacher. How many times has she
dragged herself in here when lesser mortals would have
taken the day off? She is tough, stubborn, and full of true
grit and will not let you or the school down if she can avoid
doing so, even at risk to herself and her health. But it is
mostly about not letting the girls she teaches down. That is
so clearly indicated in that she has put off retirement twice
for the Wychwood girls.
She is a lifelong learner – she goes on more INSET than
any other member of staff. She timetabled for us – so
successfully – and when I tell you the computer programme
we bought this year flung up its hands in horror and ran
away at the prospect of timetabling Wychwood’s Key Stage 4
for next year, you might have a better idea of the agile brain
power required for this. As a former timetabler myself, I bow
to a mistress – not a master as she is a fierce feminist. She
is a diplomat par excellence and bends over backwards for
staff and girls and her negotiating skills are incomparable.
As a petite Welsh dragon, so fierce of her defence of the
girls she has ensured that girls who would have drowned
in other schools have survived and thrived here because
Belinda was on their side. But it is not just the girls - her
kindness is a fundamental part of who she is and there
are many staff here who have used her as a counsellor, a
sounding board, and a friend.
Always professional, always upholding standards, she has
been a blessing to Wychwood and I know the WA already
have their beady eye on acquiring her services which will be
wonderful – thank you Belinda.
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Wendy Langford
Wendy has been here for 18 years – almost longer than
the vast majority of Wychwood Girls have lived. We have
been so very privileged to have such an excellent chef who
has such a sense of duty – she never lets us down even in
her journey means pushing the car in deep snow up the
hill from where she lives to get here to feed us. Then she
stays in school until the snows melts and she can get home
safely again just so we are fed. She is what every head
needs more than almost anyone else – a loyal and helpful
doer who is invariably reliable. She manages her queendom
with tact and patience and her staff have adored her. She
takes enormous pride in her work and those girls who have
only been here at school might think we get normal school
food, but let me say that they are so wrong. The standard
of school food here is world class – varied, tasty, nutritious
and she knows each and every one of us. She know who is
eating well and who is off their food, who has an allergy and
who is just a fussy eater. Her international meals are to die
for and her head’s lunches are true fine dining. She knows
more about pasta shapes and which sauce needs which
pasta shape than I thought was possible to know.
Wendy is so flexible and kind when liaising with less than
organised staff – she can magic up meals from nowhere
when we haven’t told her we need them, she feeds all of
you every day and I have never known us run out of food
as so often happens at other institutions. From a staff
perspective, she saves us every time we get it wrong and
then when we ask her to pull the stops out we have truly
fantastic food – remember the Queen’s tea? Remember
the 120th? Remember the Friends of Wychwood quiz and
curry? Remember the Councillors’ dinners? Remember the
Welcome to Wychwood Sixth dinners? I could go on and on.
She is of course not merely the chef-manager we see here
– she adores dogs and works for their welfare and she is
an avid booker reviewer and has many more multifaceted
interests outside the school. But, most of all, she is a people
person who pined in lockdown. She is one of our people
and will remain one – we expect her back as a guest to see
all the events she formed the backbone for up to now and
we really hope she will come.
She moves on to take charge of a little bistro – just round
the corner from her house – so no more winter mornings
leaving at 5 am in the frost to look after a bundle of girls –
but the bundle of girls and the staff are going to miss her so
much.

Chris Drummond
Still waters run deep – most people in the school are totally
unaware of how Chris supports and enables and empowers
us behind the scenes, as she is so modest and unassuming.
I think the girls think she is ordinary and that is what all
school technicians look like. In most schools there is an art
technician and a separate science technician and a separate
drama and Performing arts technician, but at Wychwood
they are all rolled up into one outstanding person. We have
been truly privileged to have had Chris’s service for so very
long and she goes because she now has something much
more exciting and far more important than us in her life –
her new grandson came earlier this year, and she moves to
Scotland to be a grandmother – now that is really important.
Chris is so knowledgeable and so persistent – many has
been the morning when I have begged her to sort out
the technology before assembly, and in her calm and
methodical way, she has checked everything, found the
problem, and dealt with it. She is so patient with people
messing up her sound deck and her lighting board and her
computers as happens almost daily – she gets them back
to standard and waits for the next thoughtless attack with
true generosity of spirit. And she works when others do not
– she is in here at weekends testing circuits, laying dance
floors and setting scenes when everyone else is off having
fun, supported by her lovely husband Steve to whom we
also offer our heartfelt thanks for work done to support his
wife. She is so reliable because she takes enormous pride
in the quality of the work she does and she really cares
about the girls. She would not let you down at all if humanly
possible, even when you waltz up at 4pm with some MP4
file or film and ask her to put in for a performance at
4.15pm, often with precious little thanks or appreciation.
For me and for the science department, she is legendary –
give her an experiment that she has never seen before and
she will pull it to pieces, reconstruct it and get us what we
need to teach effectively – and then clear up after us. Her
work this year in putting out individual experiments due
to covid restrictions had been HUGE and has allowed the
girls to proceed with their education almost as if there was
no global pandemic whirling around and messing up the
world in which we all live. She has been my personal saviour
– most weeks I get a gentle and such a polite email saying
would you like any practical work setting up and I usually do
and for that I am personally most grateful. Thank you Chris.
From all of us – such huge boots to fill – we are so, so lucky
to have worked with you.
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Academic Year 2020-2021
kindness and goodness which lies within each and every
individual.

After a year like none other, I hope you enjoy reviewing
some of the events that played into keeping Wychwood
girls strong and engaged through the pandemic. We
worked from school and we worked from home, and we did
as many of the events that hold our community together as
we could even if they bore little resemblance to the more
usual formats. This year we have all learned a great deal
about resilience under pressure and flexibility of delivery
and I start by paying tribute to the Wychwood staff. These
are people who thrive on face to face interaction with
pupils and these were people forced behind screens and
keyboards to deliver their subjects without practical work
or field trips or excursions. However, they did it and they
learned so much along the way. No one can pretend that
this has been an easy year. We have experienced three
lockdowns, two physical closures of schools and we have
all adapted to staying indoors, and many of us have been
away from our loved ones for extended periods of time.
Expectations have been inflated for short-term lift, only to
lead to long-term disappointment: promises quickly made
are all too often swiftly broken. Barack Obama once said:
“What is troubling is the gap between the magnitude of our
challenges and the smallness of our politics,” and we have
seen this in action this year. We have families coming to
terms with bereavement and loss while others are facing
logistical difficulties in getting home because of travel
restrictions.
As we reflect on a year which has presented more than its
fair share of challenges, we should give thanks for the gift
of friends, families and the whole community of Wychwood.
We achieve so much more when we join together as a
community, a single entity, in which we all play our part,
creating something special, capitalising on the innate
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Amid all this uncertainty, we have seen some amazing
achievements: examination year groups completed
their specifications, met coursework deadlines and sat
mini-assessments (under examination conditions) which
teachers then turned into TAGs (Teacher Assessed Grades).
The amount of work which went into this process was
nothing short of astonishing and I sincerely hope that
this is the last time that Wychwood has to examine every
subject we sit. Again the staff have been magnificent, but
here I must pay tribute to the pupils who have dealt with
the complete upset to their expected and planned route
through GCSEs and A levels with equanimity, resilience
and true bravery. Young people are always inspiring when
faced with a real challenge and the Wychwood examination
candidates have risen to and overcome the real challenges
of this ‘examination’ season with panache.
So now to look forward – as restrictions lift, we need to
take on the joys as well as the challenges that come with
returning to a more normal way of working. We plan to
return to many of our much loved traditions such as the
Carol Service and the Wingfield Digby lectures while adding
in more: rowing will become a part of our curriculum next
term after the fabulous success of The Big Row in the
Trinity term. In total, staff and students rowed an amazing
1217 km on the ergs over the week. We entered the event
in partnership with Hinksey Sculling School who joined
us by adding to our distance by rowing on the water. An
incredible achievement for a school that did not row until
that week! Thank you also to everyone who donated. We
exceeded our fundraising target of £2021 and raised a total
of £2041 for the Love Rowing charity.

Remove
Khadijah Ali
Esther Clayton
Julia Ferrarese
Martha James
Laurel Jarvis
Lucinda Johnson
Beatrice Lidwell-Durnin
Amy Newman
Lyra Smith
Janna Soloiman
Ajsen Spriggs Le Tocq
Bo Wang
Inters
Charlotte Blackwell
Ilanit Chotoveli
Porsha Dixon
Emilia Ilo
Arabella Kilby Birch
Betty Li
Martha Maitland
Nia Mohlala
Stephanie Normandin
Collier
Bethany Roberts
Ruby Scott
Florence Winchester
Lower Transits
Ella Askgaard
Lucia Balhetchet
Katya Bellers

Hannah Burton
Elizabeth Clayton
Giyu Chan
Abigail Donald
Jane Dong
Carolina Duarte
Noor Elsamannoudi
Verity Gray
Cora Greig
Amayalee Hazell
Janice Lau Sum
Caitlin Logan
Daisy Longstaff
Caitlin Masey
Celestine McCauley
Diana Mukhametzyanova
Juyoung Park
Cornelia Taylor
Kira Webb-Johnson
Georgina Wheaton
Upper Transits
Mariam Alvi
Scarlett Clarkson
Zara Coleman
Atossa Cont
Isabella Crockett
Alexander Evans
Aurea Freire
Charlize Ghirardelli
Maria Moore
Emilia Moss

Elizabeth Newman
Olivia Pasley
Rose Peters
Melody Sanger
Gina Smith
Marisa Thomas
Jessica Wang
Qiuci Zhong
Shell
Clara Bove
Tia Boyden
Natalie Cooke
Jasmine Crawford
Isabelle Dalton-Parker
Azahara Fitzgerald
Lily Forster
Layli Ghanea-Hercock
Ela Gorkay
Jamilah Hurd
Mabel Kinnings
Rosanna Knowles
Kiera Logan
Fern Robins
Bingxuan Shi
Rebecca Smith
Sophie Willis
Leony Ye

Study I
Nyah Carstensen
Alislaa Foley
Emily George
James Harvey
Elsa Hermanns
Xiaoming Huang
Joey Li
Ella Mabbutt
Alice McMahon
Lucy Mehta
Phoebe Rainbird
Anuoluwa Sofoluwe
Sophie Solovieva
Emily Speller
Jasmine Wijesuriya
Kexin Wu
Study II
Fatemeh Hozhabri
Clara Kelly
Tegan Perry
Isabella White
Owen White
Peony Ye

This year we are taking the theme Victor not Victim as the
driving aim of all that we do because while it has been very
easy to be a victim last year, I am so proud of the victories
the girls achieved. This is hardly a new idea, but is one that
needs regeneration. When faced with a huge challenge
like a global pandemic it is ultimately limiting to choose
to be the victim, but satisfying and fulfilling to choose the
more difficult victor’s path. There remains more work to be
done to enable Wychwood girls to move forward but I have
enjoyed and appreciated the enthusiasm with which they
have started on their new school years and wish them every
success.
Mrs A Johnson
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GCSE Art

GCSE Textiles

Azahara Fitzgerald

Isabelle Dalton Parker

Isabelle Dalton Parker

Ela Gorkay

Azahara Fitzgerald

Azahara Fitzgerald

Emilia Moss

Azahara Fitzgerald
Azahara Fitzgerald
Jessica Wang

Melody Sanger

Atossa Cont

Zara Coleman

Zara Coleman

Ela Gorkay
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Emilia Moss

Azahara Fitzgerald

Scarlett Clarkson

Leony Ye

Leony Ye

Leony Ye

Leony Ye

Leony Ye

Leony Ye

Leony Ye

Scarlett Clarkson
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GCSE Photography

Scarlett Clarkson

Scarlett Clarkson

Mabel Kinnings

Qiuci Zhong
Charlize Ghirardhelli

Ela Gorkay

Charlize Ghirardhelli

Qiuci Zhong

Rebecca Smith

Rebecca Smith

Zara Coleman

Layli Ghanea Hercock
Ela Gorkay

Natalie Cooke

Lily Forster

Maria Moore

Leony Ye

Zara Coleman

Gina Smith

Layli Ghanea Hercock

Gina Smith
Sophie Willis

Isabelle Dalton Parker
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Isabelle Dalton Parker

Natalie Cooke

Leony Ye

Rosanna Knowles

Natalie Cooke
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A Level Art

Emily George

A Level Photography

Emily Speller

Emily Speller

Emily Speller

Emily Speller

Jasmine Wijesuriya

Jasmine Wijesuriya

Emily George
Emily George

Lucy Mehta

Lucy Mehta

Lucy Mehta

Jasmine Wijesuriya
Tegan Perry

Tegan Perry

Jasmine Wijesuriya
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A Level Textiles

Rebecca Smith

James Harvey

James Harvey

James Harvey

Sophie Willis

James Harvey

James Harvey

Mabel Kinnings

Phoebe Rainbird

Emilia Moss (GCSE Art)

Phoebe Rainbird

Gina Smith

Charlize Ghirardhelli

Phoebe Rainbird

Phoebe Rainbird
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