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WELCOME

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the first edition
of the Wychwood Association News
The Wychwood Association (WA) was launched at the 120th
birthday of the school in the summer of 2017. It replaced the
long-standing Wychwood Old Girls’ Society to bring together the
wider community of former students (currently the largest group
in the WA), as well as former staff, governors and parents who
love the school and want to remain involved.
Run by volunteers with support from the school, we exist
to enable all members to keep in touch, find old friends, make
professional contacts and to support the current pupils, who are
of course our future members! The WA is open to all, and for life,
as soon as pupils, staff, governors or parents leave the school.
The WA newsletter will be produced termly and bring news
of Wychwood School, the Association and its activities and
members.
In this first issue we welcome the new Chair of the WA,
have news from school on how it is coping with Covid, provide
an insight into the 1980s Zoom Reunion, and report on a major
financial investment for the school.
We welcome feedback and hope you enjoy this first edition.
Claire Harvey (Shell 1979) and the editorial team

The copper beech
photographed by
Sue Clear
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Farewell Johanna

Hello Jo

Thank you
Johanna

New Chair of the
Wychwood Association

Johanna Stephenson (Shell 1975)
achieved a huge amount in her
six years as Chair, a time which
coincided with the 120th birthday
celebrations and saw Wychwood’s
Old Girls’ Society become the
Wychwood Association.

At January’s AGM Jo Holmes
(Shell 1984) succeeded Johanna
Stephenson as Chair of the
Wychwood Association. Jo Holmes
lives in London with her family
and works as a Stage Manager at
the Royal Opera House, Covent
Garden. Here she explains how a
chance comment on Facebook led
her back to Wychwood.

Johanna took over as Chair from
Lucy Elliott (Shell 1979) in 2015, and
her first initiative was to steer the
transition from the Old Girls’ Society
to form the Wychwood Association
(WA). The thinking behind this was
that the OGS should develop into an
organisation that brought together
the wider Wychwood community.
After many meetings around
Johanna’s kitchen table and much
planning the Wychwood Association
was formed, with Johanna as its first
Chair.
The WA brings together former
students, staff members, governors
and parents who wish to stay in
touch with the school. The WA was
formally launched in 2017 at the
highly successful 120th celebrations

Two Wychwood generations…
Johanna and her daughters,
Anna (Shell 2007) and Louisa
(Shell 2009)
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Setting up the art exhibition
for the 120th anniversary

to mark the founding of Wychwood.
That year, and since then, the WA
has run regular London and Oxford
events to bring together Old Girls of
all ages as well as former staff. Old
Girls have continued to judge the
Wychwood form plays and attend
the careers day.
As well as chairing the WA,
Johanna was extremely ‘hands on’.
As the day of the 120th birthday
party dawned she could be found
putting up gazebos that she had
ferried from home to create the Hub,
a meeting-point where guests could
gather, look up old friends and find
out more about the WA. She also
assisted the organisers of the art
exhibition, which showcased the
fabulous talents of Old Girls.
As a former Wychwood
parent and Chair of the Friends of
Wychwood (FoW), as well as an Old

We appreciated
her boundless
cheeriness,
optimism and
sense of fun
Girl, Johanna brought a particular
knowledge of the school from
both sides of the ‘fence’. This has
strengthened collaboration between
the FoW, the school and the WA and
the WA looks forward to building on
this legacy.
Those of us who worked with
Johanna particularly appreciated her
phenomenal diplomatic skills and
accurate organisation, as well as
her boundless cheeriness, optimism
and sense of fun. We aspire to keep
that sense of fun and possibility in
the WA and look forward to Johanna
remaining involved.

When I reconnected with
Wychwood in 2019 I received such
a warm welcome. It was a joy to
discover the spirit and ethos of the
school are alive and thriving. What
a vibrant network we have. It is this
network that sits at the heart of our
alumnae community.
For me, it all started when
Amanda Renz contacted me on
Facebook. “Is that Jo Holmes who
was Head Girl with me in 1985?
Are you coming to the 120th
Celebrations?” Sadly, I was unable
to attend this tremendous event
in 2017, but Amanda and I kept
in touch. As a result, I joined the
WA Committee in 2020 and found
myself helping to organise the 1980s
Reunion. I can honestly say that
being part of the Reunion was the
highlight of last year. We can all be
truly proud of our collaboration that
produced a fantastic evening of
memories, entertainment and above
all, celebration of our connection
through community and friendship.
Thank you everyone for getting
involved. We want to build on this
success to create more online
events, especially over the next year,
when meeting in person is going to
remain restricted.

Jo Holmes photographed by
Jannah Trundle

These are exciting times for
the Wychwood Association as
the school moves forward with
the new investor, Simon Tyrrell,
who is committed to supporting a
strong alumnae network. The WA
will continue to work closely with
Andrea Johnson to support current
pupils and to collaborate further
with the Friends of Wychwood to
support the parents’ fundraising
activities. Our dynamic network is a
great strength, so please encourage
your Wychwood friends who are
not yet registered to join us. We
welcome ideas and suggestions
for events and initiatives and will
be keeping you up to date via the
Wychwood Association News three
times a year. We look forward to
meeting again in person, when

I am thrilled and
very honoured
to be taking over
as WA Chair
from Johanna
Stephenson

Jo in her full 80s get-up at the recent
Zoom Reunion
Covid restrictions can be lifted. In
the meantime, stay safe and stay in
touch. We’ll see you soon!
Jo Holmes (Shell 1984)
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WA SUPPORTS
SCHOOL WITH
COVID-19 GRANT
“Enormous thanks to the Wychwood
Association, which provided support
towards purchasing additional resources
to help ensure the school remains Covid-19
compliant and the girls as safe as possible.”
Andrea Johnson

n

Last spring as the country was in Lockdown 1, the WA Committee made
a special grant to the school of £4,500 to help it weather the Covid-19
storm. The funds were gratefully received and spent on essential
maintenance and making the school more Covid secure prior to the
girls returning in September 2020. This included perspex screens to
allow students to play instruments safely, setting up a one-way system
and purchasing stationery kits for classrooms in case students forgot
to bring their own. As well as financial assistance, a member of the WA
Committee offered some practical support to the school at what was a
very challenging time.
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WYCHWOOD
SECURES MAJOR
NEW INVESTMENT
Many small schools have
experienced serious financial
difficulties as a result of the
pandemic, with some sadly forced
to close. In 2020, Wychwood
was fortunate enough to secure
a major investor. Deborah Pluck
(former Chair of Governors) and
Rachel Page (WA Treasurer) tell
us more.

a school in Hong Kong.
This grew into a small group of
schools, which have recently been
sold. Having returned from Hong
Kong to the UK, Simon, Abigail
and their four children wished to
create a small group of schools and
Wychwood has become the first in
that group.
Previously, Wychwood School
Limited (which has charitable
Wychwood is delighted to have
status) owned all the school
joined forces with a major investor, buildings and ran the school. Under
Simon Tyrrell, to secure the future of this new arrangement the buildings
the school. With effect from October and business have been sold and
2020, the school is now being
transferred to the joint venture.
run through a new “joint venture”
The joint venture represents a
company called Wychwood School partnership between Simon Tyrrell’s
(Oxford) Limited.
company, Aspire UK Holdings
Simon and his wife, Abigail, are Limited (sometimes referred to as
committed to the future of small
Albion Schools Partnership), and
schools like Wychwood. On the day the original charitable company,
Abigail was born her mother opened Wychwood School Limited, that

Amazingly,
Wychwood will be
125 years old in 2022.
This investment
secures the school’s
future for many more
years to come.

owned and ran the school. Simon
Tyrrell’s company owns 51% of the
joint venture with Wychwood School
Limited owning a 49% interest in the
joint venture.
Although Wychwood School
Limited no longer has the buildings
on its balance sheet, it remains a
charity and now holds cash. This
can be partly loaned to the joint
venture for the development of the
school and to support it during
the ongoing Covid crisis. Half of
the cash will also be retained and
invested to produce an income to
finance bursaries in the future.
Two of the directors of
Wychwood School Limited will also
be directors on the board of the new
joint venture and will participate
in, and contribute to, the school’s
development in the years ahead.
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Wychwood Reunion
Takes to Zoom
Long before Covid arrived in our
lives, the WA had planned to have
an in-person reunion of the 1980s
cohort. Then lockdown came
and those plans went out of the
window. So, in the spirit of “the
show must go on”, a team of WA
members put their heads together
and produced the 1980s Reunion
on Zoom.
As Emma Davidson explains,
a lot of hard work resulted in a
memorable evening, with over
a hundred members joining
from around the UK as well as
Australia, New Zealand, the USA
and Canada.
Starting in June 2020 with a rather
innocent working group of four,
we soon realised that we needed
more help and expertise to get the
Zoom show on the road. Following
a call-out to Old Girls, the working
group soon expanded to twelve,
who all brought their special talents
to the project, from management
of live performance, producing and
filming to sharing creative ideas and
taking charge of individual projects.
Form Reps from across the decade
brought the helpers to more than
twenty people.
Hosted by Miranda Sinyard,
Sarah Edwards and Jo Holmes (all
Shell 1984), the result was a twoand-a-half-hour virtual event on 7
November 2020 that was simply
more fun and immersive than we
could have ever imagined. From
fantastically curated 80s music and
photo memories to set the tone,
to a behind-the-scenes tour of the
school (filmed in the holidays),
interviews with former Headmistress
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Left: Sarah Edwards hosting during the 80s
Zoom Reunion

It was simply more fun
and immersive than we
could ever have imagined

Mrs Duffill in Australia and current Headmistress, Mrs
Johnson, messages from former staff, a Wychwood
quiz, ‘Bake-off’ competition, art photo gallery, virtual
choir performance by Old Girls and the Book Club
(where we had been re-reading Wychwood favourites),
it not only brought back memories but reminded us all
what an extraordinary place Wychwood is.
Individual classes had a chance to have a private
get-together in the middle of the event and the Zoom
live chat function was alive with hilarious anecdotes
throughout the evening.
The feedback has been overwhelmingly positive,
with news that some classes have expanded their
networks and set up WhatsApp groups to stay better
in touch. For the organisers this has to be the most
rewarding aspect – to feel that we have reconnected
old friends, and that those friends will continue to enjoy
being in touch.

A selection of photos from the archives

Watch the 1980s
Zoom Reunion
The complete 1980s Reunion event is available
for all members to enjoy, whether from the 80s
or other decades, on the private pages of the
WA section of the website. The full interview
with Mrs Duffill and the virtual choir recordings
are available there separately too. Simply go
to https://wychwoodschool.org/wa/ and
login to watch. If you are an old girl and not
yet registered, just go to the same page and
register. Once registered, log in to access and
play the event.
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Judge Wendy and the
Reunion Bake-off

Above: Rissa’s Boarder’s
Bed cake. Right: Emma
and her Green Bags
cake.

The battle was on between
the branded Battenberg
and the Green ‘Bags’ cake
For every Wychwood girl, break
time and “buns” (in the 1980s)
was a highlight of the school
morning. Queuing down the
corridor in the basement at the
appointed hour, news of the
morning’s “bun” would be passed
down the line. My personal
favourites were Wagon Wheels,
currant buns and tea cakes!
Cut to 2020 and in our bid to
create something fun for the 1980s
Reunion, despite social distancing,
the Wychwood Reunion Bake-off
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was born. Conjuring (or dredging!)
up our memories of the school, and
of course our love of cake, Old Girls
submitted their creative offerings by
photo on Facebook or direct to the
organisers.
Wendy Langford, the wonderful
Wychwood cook who has been
Catering Manager for 13 of her 15
years at the school (of whom more
in future issues) agreed to be the
judge. What she doesn’t know about
cake isn’t worth the cake mix. But
unfortunately – or fortunately – she
had to judge by eye only this time.

The battle was on between
the branded Battenberg (Lucy
Elliott) and the Green ‘Bags’ cake
(Emma Davidson), in the weeks
running up to the event. In the end
they took second and first place
respectively, but would certainly
have been pipped by Rissa Ratcliffe
(Shell 1983) had her entry of the
fantastic boarder’s bed not been late
– though thankfully arriving just in
time to be shown on the evening.
Thank you to everyone who took
part – it’s just a shame we couldn’t
eat them!

COMMITTEE NEWS

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Ready, steady, bake!
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Good with money?

Could you be our
new Treasurer?
After 11 years as Treasurer (first
of the Wychwood Old Girls’
Society and now the Wychwood
Association), Rachel Page (Shell
1983) is stepping down shortly
to take on another voluntary role
at Wychwood as a Director of
Wychwood School Limited.
Not only has Rachel done the role
for many years but she has even
managed it long-distance travelling
around the world; she is currently
supporting the WA from New
Zealand. She returns in April.
The Wychwood Association has
a small annual budget, managed by
the Treasurer, who is responsible
for maintaining the bank account,
using online banking, advising on
draft budgets when required and
presenting the accounts to the
committee, which meets termly.
We are looking for a WA
member who has some experience
of book-keeping and using Excel.
The hours required for the role are
modest and the Treasurer would be
joining a welcoming group of Old
Girls, parents and former staff on
the WA committee.
Further information about the
role can be provided if you think
you can support the WA in this way.
There will be a thorough handover
and any necessary on-going
support from the current Treasurer.
To find out more, please contact
the WA Chair, Jo Holmes at
josephineholmes@hotmail.com

Floating into a different role… Rachel Page (Shell 1983)

WA Committee
President: Andrea Johnson (Headmistress)
Chair: Jo Holmes (Shell 1984)
Secretary: Johanna Stephenson (former FoW, Shell 1975)
Treasurer: Rachel Page (Shell 1983)
Assistant Treasurer: Heather Simpson (Shell 1974)
Alumnae Relations: Emma Davidson (Shell 1980)
Events: Lizzie Peach (Shell 2011) and Emma Davidson (Shell 1980)
Archive: Michèle Crawford (former staff)
Committee:
Sue Clear (former staff)
Claire Harvey (Shell 1979)
Deborah Pluck (Shell 1973)
Camilla Stephenson (Shell 1977)
Emeritus member:
Judi Whymark (Shell 1964)
Ex officio:
Susan Boardman (Director of Marketing & Admissions)
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Achievements

A Head Start …
school that they were extremely tolerant and positive
with each other and very attentive and hard-working in
class. Remove this year are a force to be reckoned with,
coming to Council in their first half term to request
either a form pet or a form set of plants to care for –
Council agreed to a set of plants.
So much of what we normally do has been
prohibited by the Covid-19 regulations, so seeing the
calendar for Michaelmas term for the first time nearly
brought me to tears of frustration as it was so empty.
Hilary term is no better but this cannot be helped. We
managed to run almost a full set of clubs in Michaelmas
term and as many internal events as we could – we
held socially distanced assemblies each week, we ran
Performing Arts, we ran Wychwood Tidings instead of
the carol service and we held Celebration Day internally
and filmed it.
To watch the Performing Arts event click here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s-I3JzBtPE
To see Celebration Day click here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylD6bRB6Fw0
Never before have we needed five pre-term letters
to parents, as was required before the beginning
Wychwood’s Headmistress, Andrea Johnson,
of Hilary term 2021 – usually it is one. However, we
explains how the school responded and coped with returned to school in January and were promptly locked
Covid-19.
down and public exams were cancelled. We started the
January lockdown with staff in school and girls at home,
The academic year has been dominated by working
but the rise in cases due to the Christmas relaxation
within the Covid-19 regulations. Prior to reopening in
and new variant meant that we sent the majority of
September we instigated a set of new protocols for
teachers home. There was a rota to cover key worker
learning, boarding and being in school. These included daygirls and boarders, who were effectively bubbled
such things as a one-way system around school,
separately. Daygirls worked online from the geography
students wiping down desks and chairs after every
room and boarders from the IT room. Everyone else
lesson and staggered lunch breaks. School returned
was working from home.
successfully and the girls got into the new ways of
In line with government guidance, the school
being very effectively in most areas, although they
reopened and much to everyone’s delight, face-to-face
found consistent social distancing when not supervised teaching resumed.
almost impossible.
Due to its small size, Wychwood was allowed to be
treated as one social bubble. We reopened on the basis
that if two people tested positive the school would
The charitable arm of Wychwood (Wychwood School
close for a fortnight and all pupils would be sent home. Limited) is supporting the school brilliantly with
Every morning pupils were greeted with a member of
bursaries for current girls who have fallen on Covidstaff armed with a thermometer “gun” waiting to take
related hard times. We are so appreciative as it means
their temperature. Throughout the whole of Michaelmas that really good girls, who had been with us from either
Remove or Inters and who would otherwise have had to
term Wychwood was fortunate in that it only had one
leave, can complete their GCSEs or A-levels – that is a
positive case
In general, the girls were so delighted to be back in life-changing gift.

The Quarantimes
During the school closure in 2020, the students
in Remove, Inters and Lower Transits produced
a newspaper about different aspects of life in
lockdown.
The research and creativity demonstrated
in these pieces of work are extraordinary, and
a wonderful reminder of the inventiveness and
ingenuity of the Wychwood girl and the inspiration
of their teachers. We recommend finding time with
a cup of tea to enjoy these.
The Quarantimes, produced by the Lower
Transits can be read as a flipbook at
https://wychwoodschool.org//wp-content/
flipbooks/quarantimes/index.html

Life under Covid-19

Bursaries
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Exam Triumphs
A level results

In spite of all the turmoil of Covid and the
unprecedented circumstances, Study II produced
some excellent A level results: 36% A* grades, 58%
A*A grades and 84% A*AB grades. They undertook an
individual and sometimes eclectic variety of subject
combinations over some 23 subjects offered and
embraced the EPQ with excellent results of 50% A*
and 100% A*A grades. The introduction of the BTEC
at Wychwood demonstrated strengths in continuous
assessment alongside developing the ability to succeed
in terminal examinations, although we are sad that the
girls were denied the opportunity to prove themselves
in this way. We are enormously proud of them all.
These young women maintained their extracurricular and personal interests alongside their
A levels and will go on to a variety of prestigious

institutions, including Warwick, Exeter, London,
Manchester, Central St Martin’s, and Liverpool to read
courses that reflect their personalities and aspirations.
In this very creative year group we have candidates
taking art degrees and studying subjects as varied
as Jewellery Design, Animation, Economics, English
Literature and Occupational Therapy.

GCSE success

In a year when the GCSE candidates worldwide
have experienced unanticipated and unprecedented
pressures in their learning, we would like to
congratulate Wychwood School’s GCSE cohort on
their excellent performance. In a year group of 23,
these girls achieved 24% Grade 9, 47% Grades 8–9
and 65% Grades 7–9. One girl achieved a remarkable
10 GCSEs at grade 9, two achieved all their grades at
either Grade 8 or 9 and seven achieved all their grades
at 7, 8 or 9 – that is 43% of the cohort with all grades at
grade 7 or above.
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Explore

Bronze DofE
Expedition

15 September 2020
When we launched the Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award group in
September 2019, we did not expect
the awards to remain incomplete
for nearly a year later. However,
like everything, it was affected by
the events of this year. This was
especially true of the expeditions,
which all came to a grinding halt.
Dark times were put behind us
as the girls set off for their practice
expedition weekend bathed in
unseasonally lovely early autumn
sunshine!
Arriving at Farmoor Reservoir
on day one, the excitement was
palpable. Kit checked, navigation
revised and routes planned, it was
time to embark on the walking.
All coped well, frequent stops to
check map reading helped, as did
the copious blackberries that were
eaten en route. The girls returned
to Farmoor to cook their dinner
over the camp stoves and rest their
aching feet.
This was of course an expedition
with a difference – camping was
not allowed. So the girls returned to
school and home for hot showers
and warm beds.

Day two dawned if anything
hotter and brighter than day one.
This was the day to find out whether
they could put all that they had
learned into practice. A route back
to Wychwood had been plotted,
and aside from check-ins (and a
tracker that reported their location!),
they would walk it by themselves!
They left confidently to undertake
their walk into the unknown, only to
bump into Mrs Constance and Miss
Sherlock five minutes later!

And so it was that some six and
a half hours later, weary, hot, aching,
but undefeated, the group walked
into the school grounds. Packs
were gratefully shed as they headed
for a debrief in the shade! All had
done remarkably well, passing
the practice requirements. We
look forward to the real expedition
sometime in March.
Phil Humphreys
Head of Geography

Friends of Wychwood
Friends of Wychwood (FoW) is the
School’s Parents Association. It
aims to strengthen the community
of parents within the school and
to raise additional money to help
Wychwood support the girls in a
variety of ways. Thanks to events
like the annual Christmas Fair, a
fashion show and the second-hand
uniform sales in 2019/20, the FoW
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donated enough funds to pay for
the refurbishment of the grand
piano for the Hall, a treadmill, a
geography weather station and new
chairs for the hall. Due to Covid
regulations, the FoW couldn’t hold
its very popular Christmas Fair in
December 2020. But in the spirit of
“the show must go on”, the FoW held
a very successful Virtual Christmas

party and quiz involving the whole
school community. As soon as it
is possible to hold social events
again, committee members will be
rolling up their sleeves to plan a few
more dates for the diary. Watch this
space!

Vicky Masey
Chair, Friends of Wychwood

MEMBERS

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
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Remembering Gilia

Gilia Slocock

Memories of a Treasured Old Girl
Elly Bailey, Gilia’s daughter, wrote to Wychwood with
the following announcement: “we write with the sad
news that Gilia died very peacefully. She took to her
bed just over a week ago and was convinced that it
was her time. She resisted going to hospital when
the doctor told her to and
understood the implications.
She was steering her own
course to the end. For those
who knew her well, it might
tickle you to know that she had
tickets to go to The Queen’s
Gallery exhibition for the day
after this lockdown ends. She
was forever chasing that one
last museum opportunity.
Thank you to all who made her
life so rich and so varied. She
was very fond of you all”.
Many of our Wychwood
community who knew her have
written and shared messages.
Michèle Crawford, teacher
and govenor writes:
“Wychwood was saddened
to hear of the death of Gilia
Slocock (nee Whitehead, Shell
1951). We remember her with
great affection and respect
as an active member of the
Old Girls’ Society, a School
Governor and the inspiring
Chair of the 1997 Centenary
Committee who steered the
Celebrations to a resounding
success. She was always a wise and supportive friend
to Wychwood and she had a real love of the Wychwood
spirit. We also valued her quieter, practical generosity
as evidenced by her invitations to overseas boarders
for tea at her home in North Oxford. Her energy,
enthusiasm and ability to make a real event out of a
vision are a very fitting and lasting memorial.”

29 March 1936 to
11 November 2020

face at Wychwood when I was still a pupil, and an
inspirational leader of the Old Girls after I’d left. And
as Chair of the Wychwood Association I was very
conscious that she was a very hard act to follow – in
fact quite impossible: I’m definitely one of those flying
along in her slipstream… she
really was one of a kind.”
Judi Whymark (Shell 1964) wrote:
“I always enjoyed Gilia’s company,
socially and also when working
with her on Wychwood projects.
She masterminded the Wychwood
Centenary celebrations with
enthusiasm, great efficiency, and
success! She encouraged me to
design the logo, and then sourced
a jeweller to make a brooch
from the design (now used for
councillor’s badges). I will always
have very happy memories of
times spent with Gilia.”
Lesley Duffill, former
Headmistress and fellow
committee member with Gilia,
wrote: “she was a Wychwood
icon, a great supporter of
everything we did, and had
a love of the real Wychwood
spirit. It was a long time ago but
memories are treasures.”

Andrea Johnson, current
Headmistress, writes: “although
I did not know Gilia personally, I
am privileged to have inherited
her many legacies at Wychwood. This school is steeped
in the traditions, expectations and actions initiated by
the energetic and intelligent women who believed that
girls are an essential part of the world, that a woman’s
place in the world is there to be made, and that the
best people to ensure that girls are educated to fulfil
their potential are women. Gilia was such a woman and
we are so grateful for her efforts on our girls’ behalf,
Johanna Stephenson, Chair of Wychwood Association which have influenced and in some cases formed what
until earlier this year, wrote: “Gilia was one of those
Wychwood is today.”
people I shall always remember: she was a familiar
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EVENTS

Virtual Choir
Thanks to Camilla Stephenson (Shell 1977), 12 Old Girls with a range of
experience came together from far-flung places (Greece and America
as well as around the UK) to create a virtual choir for the Wychwood
80s Reunion. Camilla chose two very appropriate pieces and rehearsed
us virtually, which was a new experience for many of us! Everyone
seemed to love the recording at the 80s Reunion.
Camilla was also key to the success of The Big Sing at Wychwood
in October 2019, a combined event to celebrate the 20th anniversary
of Friends of Wychwood. This brought together WA members, staff,
current pupils and their parents in an exhilarating afternoon of singing
and socialising. We cannot thank Camilla enough for giving her time,
cheer and energy, to unite us as a community, making music and
reconnecting in such a positive way.

Book Club

Following the success of the 80s Reunion
Book Club, a few of us have set up our
own book club. Members are from a few
different year groups. We’ve had three
meetings so far and have read: Under Milk
Wood, The Kite Runner and Girl, Woman,
Other, and we are currently reading Small
Island by Andrea Levy. If you are interested
in setting up a book club with your friends
from Wychwood and would like some
advice, do get in touch.
Contact: Kate Faire (Shell 1983)
katefaire1@gmail.com

Jazz hands… the virtual choir

Events
It won’t come as a surprise to
readers to hear that Wychwood
Association face-to-face
events are on hold. However,
with the Covid “road map” now
before us, we hope to continue
to be involved with school
events as usual this year, with
perhaps some further WA
zoom events in the autumn.
New WA Chair Jo Holmes and
members of the WA committee
are looking forward to meeting
(via Zoom) and congratulating
Wychwood leavers on 7 May,
and the WA hope to support the
Careers Fair in the Michaelmas
term as usual, with alumnae
providing their time to talk
to current pupils about their
professions.

STAYING IN TOUCH

Events

Wychwood Association News No. 1

Stay in touch

Find Friends

The Wychwood Association
Network
If you want to find old friends, you can search for them
on the WA network database which can be found via
the school website:
https://wychwoodschool.org/wa/
Do encourage your classmates to sign up. It is
straightforward and there are some guidelines and
more information in case you get stuck.
Contact: wa@wychwoodschool.org

Your News
If you have any news you would like to share
or ideas or comments for the WA News
please let us know by emailing
wa@wychwoodschool.org

Wychwood Association
Facebook Group
To join, search “Wychwood School Association”. We
currently have over four hundred members. This is a
fun place to find friends, chat and share memories with
Old Girls. Last year’s most “liked” page was Sue Clear’s
beautiful picture of the Copper Beech (which you can
admire on p. 4)! More recently Claire Harvey, our site
administrator, was on Ebay and found and shared
an old black and white Wychwood postcard of an
unnamed dormitory. The postcard showed a bedroom
with its familiar (for some of us!) iron bedsteads and
prompted a lot of memories and discussion. In the
Facebook comments, guesses of which bedroom it was
included Elysium, Concord and Silver Birch. If anyone
else has any old Wychwood postcards, do let us know.
www.facebook.com/groups/204084149689126

Events are advertised here:
wychwoodschool.org/wa
Connect with Wychwood online:
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